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The E vacuation  o f  D unkerque 1940
A talk by Jon Iveson -  Reported by Alan Lee

Monday 25th Jan u ary  2021 saw the first 
ev er v irtu a l D over Society w in te r  

general m eeting  w ith  som e 30 plus people 
p resen t. This was ru n  as an  experim en t w ith 
a single talk only. The m eeting  started  w ith 
in troductions by  Jen n y  Olpin and th en  our 
C hairm an, D erek Leach.

Jo n  Iveson began by  describing som e of the 
events leading up  to the evacuation and  how 
the G erm an attack in  the w est bu ilt up  from 
the m iddle of May. He then  in troduced  the 
au d ien ce  to a n u m b e r o f th e  m ain  
protagonists:

T he G erm an G eneral H einz W ilhelm  
G uderian (1888-1954). A G erm an veteran  of 
WWI, he  p layed  a k ey  ro le in  th e  
developm ent o f G erm any's arm oured  forces 
panzer division concept and  was an early 
advocate of the doctrine o f “Blitzkrieg".

Vice Admiral Jean-M arie Charles Abrial 
(1879-1962). A French veteran  of WWI he 
w orked closely w ith  the British at D unkerque 
and  was one of the last to leave. He re tu rned  
to France and was in  Cherbourg w hen  the 
po rt su rrendered  to the G erm ans. He served 
in  the F rench V ichy G overnm ent and  was 
ap p o in ted  as th e  N aval M in iste r and  
C o m m an d er o f N aval Forces. O n th e  
downfall o f the V ichy regim e he  was charged 
w ith  collaboration, found guilty and  lost his 
pension. The H aute Cour de Justice upon 
being re-instated th en  sen tenced  h im  to 10 
years  forced labour. In  1947 he  w as 
p rov isionally  re le a sed  and  in  1954 w as 
gran ted  am nesty.

Vice Adm iral Sir B ertram  H om e Ramsay 
(1883-1945). W ith the outbreak o f WWII the 
D over co m m an d  w as re-activated . By 
O ctober it was in d ep en d en t and Ramsay

given com m and. This British officer w as best 
know n for his role in  p lann ing  the successful 
evacua tion  o f D unkerque, “O pera tion  
Dynamo". The official o rder to begin was 
issued at 18.57 on Sunday 26th May, bu t 
som e ships w ere already in  operation  before 
this. In  the  m ain  this was controlled from  the 
D ynam o room  b e n e a th  D over Castle. 
R am say left D over in  1942 a fte r  be ing  
appointed  flag officer, expeditionary force 
w ork ing  w ith  G enera l E isenhow er. T he 
follow ing year, ap p o in ted  a llied  naval 
com m ander, expeditionary force (ANCXF), 
he began p lanning  the invasion of Europe, 
“O peration Overlord". On 2nd Jan u ary  1945 
he w as killed in  a p lane crash.

Jo n  w en t on to describe  th e  C anadian  
involvem ent in  the evacuation of D unkerque 
and  m an y  o f the o ther heroes w ho took part 
in the action, bo th  on the beach  and  on the 
“East Mole". T hree routes from  D over to 
D unkerque existed, X was 55 miles, Y 87 
m iles and  Z 39 m iles -  across to Calais th en  
parallel along the coast, la te r deem ed  too 
dangerous w h en  th e  G erm ans cap tu red  
Calais. He detailed the involvem ent o f the 
RAF the RN, M erchant Navy and the fam ous 
“Little Ships".

T he RAF flew  2,739 fighter sorties, 651 
bom bing raids and  171 reconnaissance flights 
and  sustained heavy losses in  bo th  m en  and 
m achines. D uring the sea operation  a great 
n u m b er o f m en  w ere lost and  m an y  ships 
su n k  or bad ly  dam aged . O w ing to th e  
extrem e n u m b er o f vessels taking p art m any  
collisions occurred, m ain ly  at night. T he TSS 
Isle o f T hane t, a cross ch an n e l ferry  
operating as a hospital carrier, w hen  off
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D over and  heading for N ew haven, ram m ed  
the D over G uard Ship, w hich sunk  w ith  the 
loss o f all 13 hands of the RN. The M edway 
Q ueen, a T ham es estuary  ferry used  as a 
m inesw eeper in  WWII, m ade som e seven 
crossings and rescued  about 7,000 m en. It 
has b e e n  re s to red  and  is b e r th e d  at 
G illingham  Pier.

D over H arbour w as a scene o f chaos, w ith, at 
the height o f the operation, som e 60 vessels 
u n load ing  m e n  a t any  one tim e. Jon  
illu s tra ted  th is w ith  a n u m b e r of 
photographs, one show ed th e  A dm iralty Pier 
crow ded w ith  British and  French soldiers, 
G endarm es and  foreign civilians, including 
w om en and  children, all d isem barking from 
ships.

M ost sh ips re tu rn in g  from  D unkerque  
show ed a great deal o f damage. T he m en, 
including the w ounded, they  b rought back 
w ere hungry  and  tired, w ith  th e ir d irty  faces

show ing a great deal o f strain. But all w ere 
glad to be back  in  England. As soon as they  
had  b een  landed, the w ounded  m en  w ere 
taken  to local hospitals and  over 100 w ho had  
died on the retu rn ing  ships w ere taken to the 
tow n's m ortuary . W ith over 180,000 m en  
landed  at Dover, hundreds o f East Kent buses 
took m en  to destinations in  Kent. T here w ere 
also over 300 evacuation  tra ins u sed  to 
transport m en  towards London and  fu rther 
afield. Along w ith  these special trains, the 
railw ay m anaged  to keep all o f its norm al 
services running . T he WVS had  a great m any  
volunteers help ing to feed people in and 
around  the harbou r and  station areas

On the com pletion  o f the talk  Jen n y  took 
control o f the audience's questions, w ith  Jon  
supp ly ing  th e  answ ers. O ur C hairm an , 
Derek, thanked  Jo n  for his talk  and  for 
agreeing  to carry  ou t th is experim en ta l 
m eeting  and  be  the path finder for future 
v irtual m eetings.

D & L Wondercrafts
OriginaC H an d  Crofted Items

By
Denise a n d  Lynn  

We stock a wide range o f K nitted  and  Crocheted Items - A d  Handmade

For Baby
Headbands £1.50 Bootees & Mittens £2 Beanie Hats £3 

Dungarees, Matinee Tops with Nappy Pants, Cardigans, Jumpers, Waistcoats, Jackets and Dresses 
Many sizes and colours prices from £8

We also stock
Knitted Keyrings £1 Boxed sets of 5 Cotton Face Cloths Scarves from £5 Cot and Buggy Blankets from £6

Unique and Unusual Framed Hand Crafted Diamond Pictures by Denise 
&

Cuddly Soft Toys, Jewellery, Perfume, Adult Clothes and Handbags 
All at reasonable prices

I Stembrook Lane j
L  Shopping Arcade i • J

In the Co-Innovation (old Co-op) building, Stembrook

Contact 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Denise: denise.lee@ntlworld.com Mob: 07757 483501 
Lynn: lyn.lee@ntlworld.com Mob: 07787 909919
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