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Ou r  te am  co n tin u e  to m e e t v ir tu a lly  as 
w e drift in to  2021, try in g  to k eep  pace 

w ith  w h a t is h ap p en in g  in  o u r tow n. N ot 
b e in g  'o u t an d  abou t' looking  a t issu es o f 
litter, o r m aybe  an  anti-social p rob lem , has 
m e a n t th a t w e are  cha llenged  to seek  
a lte rn a tiv e  m e th o d s  o f m ee tin g  ou r rem it. 
For those  w ho  have m an ag ed  to v en tu re  
in to  tow n  it h as  b e e n  v e ry  d is tressing  to 
see  th e  to w n  so d e so la te  an d  q u ie t. 
H owever, it h as  c e rta in ly  b e e n  in te re s tin g  
to see so m a n y  o f o u r re s tau ran ts , cafes 
and  'pop u p s ' re -in v en tin g  th em se lv e s  and  
p rov id ing  take-aw ay food an d  drinks. We 
s in c e re ly  h o p e  th a t  th e y  su rv iv e  th e  
Lockdow n.

O u r focus, as I m en tio n e d  p rev iously , has 
b e e n  m o n ito rin g  th e  ro le o f th e  foodbanks 
an d  h o m e le s s  p ro v is io n , e sp e c ia lly  as 
peop le  are losing em p lo y m en t, o r are once 
again  fu rloughed  and  th e  w in te r  h as tak en  
hold. We have b e e n  p leased  to see th a t T he 
P an try  in  th e  C harlton  C en tre  h as  b e e n  
o p en ed  for peo p le  to p u rch ase  good food at 
low  prices. T he S unrise  Cafe is due to open  
in  A pril in  the  O u treach  C en tre  (once th e  
Seafarers M ission) for those  w ho are on  th e  
s tree ts  an d  n e e d  food an d  su s ten an ce . It is 
p leas in g  to see h ow  ou r co m m u n ity  is 
w ork ing  h a rd  for th e  w ell-being o f  our 
m o s t vu lnerab le , a lthough  I am  sure th e re  
is m u ch  m ore  w e m a y  n e e d  to do as th e  
p an d em ic  con tinues.

We are all tasked  w ith  'stay ing  local' and  
ou r exercise, w rap p ed  in  coats, to p p ed  w ith  
w o o lly  h a ts , an d  u n fo r tu n a te ly , in  
w elling ton  boo ts to h e lp  u s w ade th rough  
th e  m ud, is e ith e r  in  o u r lovely  local R ights 
o f Way and  bye-w ays or on  th e  rea lly  
p le a sa n t sea  fron t o r th e  fabu lous abbey. If  
th e re  are  an y  p ro b lem s a p p a re n t w ith  th e  
R ights o f Way th e n  do co n tac t K ent C oun ty

C ouncil o n lin e  to re p o r t it, as th e y  are very  
re sponsive  once aw are o f an  issue. T he 
R efu rb ish m en t te am  h as n ow  b e e n  jo ined , 
in  its  v irtu a l w orld, b y  Cllr Pam  Brivio 
w h o m  w e w elcom e b ack  an d  w ho  w ill be  a 
g rea t asset. H e r D over Walkers A re Welcome 
'h a t' is o f p a rticu la r value at th is  tim e  as w e 
look  to develop  an d  am algam ate  som e of 
o u r local w alk ing  rou tes.

We are aw are th a t desp ite  less footfall th e re  
a re  still l i t te r  d ep o sits  th ro u g h o u t th e  
tow n, a lthough  it is tru e  to say  th a t w ith o u t 
th e  schools b e in g  o p en  th e re  is a visible 
red u c tio n  in  ce rta in  areas. R efu rb ish m en t 
a re  aw are o f  th ese  'h o t spo ts ' and  th a t th e y  
n e e d  to be  m ore  pro-active in  p rev en tin g  
th e s e  l i t te r  d ep o sits . A n y  id e a s  are  
w elcom e!

In  Ja n u a ry  w e w ere  able to v irtu a lly  m e e t 
w ith  o u r n e w  K ent Police, C h ief In sp ec to r 
for Dover, D an  Carter. H e is p a rticu la rly  
e n th u s ia s tic  ab o u t c o m m u n ity  p o lic ing  
a n d  h as in h e r ite d  strong  links w ith  the  
D over D istric t C ouncil Safety  U n it and  is 
k e e n  on  develop ing  po lic ing  team s. T h ere  
have  b e e n  low  level a lcohol issues, due  to 
th e  pub lic  h o u ses  b e in g  closed, b u t th e re  
h as  b e e n  an  in c rease  in  d om estic  and  child  
p ro tec tio n  issues. K ent Police co n tin u e  to 
be  successfu l b u t v ig ilan t w ith  re sp ec t to 
co u n ty  lines  and  d rug  issues.

O nce again, I w ill u rge  you, d ea r m em bers, 
to c o n s id e r  jo in in g  o u r  R e fu rb ish m en t 
Team. O ur re m it is w ide b u t com m itted  to 
th e  fab ric  a n d  w ell-b e in g  o f  o u r 
developing, chang ing  an d  d iverse tow n  of 
Dover. Do co n tac t m e  shou ld  yo u  w an t to 
know  m ore  a n d /o r  w ish  to jo in  o u r c u rre n t 
'v ir tua l' w orld.


