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Som e w o n d erfu l new s: Iona  D ub ien ic  o f 
W hite Cliffs P a rtn e rsh ip  h as b e e n  a 
b u sy  b ee  w ork ing  w ith  T he W ild Trout 

Trust, a co n serva tion  ch a rity  w ork ing  to 
m ake  a b e tte r  w orld  for o u r rivers, lakes 
an d  th e ir  w ildlife, in c lu d in g  o u r native 
trou t. F lo u rish in g  w ild  tro u t p o p u la tio n s  
are a sign o f th e  h e a lth  o f  o u r w ate rw ays 
an d  th e  lan d  a ro u n d  th em . T he  T rust offer 
p ra c tic a l adv ice  a n d  h a n d s -o n  h a b ita t 
im p ro v em en t p ro jects. T h e ir  T rout in  the 
Town project, assessed  O ur F in e s t D our's 
levels o f a ch ie v em en t an d  ac tiv ity  as a 
co m m u n ity  group, an d  aw arded  it th e ir  
Silver Level accred ita tion .

H ere  are a few  facts:
N ot so Good (in fact, ex trem ely  concerning) 
P et flea  tr e a tm e n ts  a re  h ig h ly  toxic 
in sec tic id es u sed  on  cats an d  dogs to kill 
fleas, and  re c e n t re sea rch  show s th e y  are 
getting  in to  o u r rivers.
T h is  is w o rry ing  for o u r in v e rteb ra te  life in  
rivers, an d  th e  fish and  b ird s  th a t d ep en d  
on  th em . T h is w as h igh ligh ted  b y  Buglife

th ree  y ea rs  ago b u t no  reg u la to ry  ac tion  
h a s  b e e n  tak en : 'T h e  m ass iv e  o v e r­
p o llu tio n  o f  all w ate rbod ies  w ith  fip ron il is 
shocking  and  th e re  is an  u rg e n t n e e d  for 
th e  g o v e rn m en t to b a n  th e  use  o f fip ron il 
an d  im idac lop rid  as flea trea tm en ts ."  
A m azing:
B row n tro u t have b e tw e e n  38 an d  42 pairs 
o f ch rom osom es. H u m an s  have on ly  23 
pairs.
A  typ ica l fem ale  b ro w n  tro u t p ro d u ces 
abou t 2,000 eggs p e r  k ilogram  (900 eggs 
p e r  po u n d ) o f bo d y  w eigh t a t spaw ning . 
B row n tro u t eggs n e e d  a co n stan t su p p ly  of 
cold, c lean  and  w ell oxygenated  w ater.
T he m a jo rity  o f tro u t die befo re  th e ir  first 
b ir th d ay . M ortality  ra te s  in  th e ir  first y e a r 
o f life are  typ ica lly  95% or greater, falling 
to a ro u n d  40 - 60% in  su b seq u en t years. 
B row n tro u t can  reach  th e  ripe  old age of 
20 years.
T rout scales have g row th  rings, as n ew  
h a rd  tissue  is added  a ro u n d  th e  edges as 
th e y  grow. T h ey  can  be  read  ju s t  like 
g row th  rings in  a tree.

The River Dour Steps Project
------------------------------- Alan Lee -------------------------------
T he access s tep s to th e  river, s itu a ted  

ad jacen t to the  n ew  R iver E ducation  
C en tre  a t B uckland  Bridge, have n ow  b e e n  
co m p le ted  a fte r m o n th s  o f  w e t w eather. 
T he g ro u n d  w a te r levels re m a in  v e ry  high, 
one o f  th e  h ig h es t for som e years . T he 
stream  is ev en  ru n n in g  o u t o f  th e  chalk  
cliffs on to  th e  seash o re , th is  is m o s t 
u n u su a l as th e re  h as  b e e n  so m u c h  rain . A 
sh o rt v ideo can  be  seen  on  O ur F in e s t 
D our F acebook page.

Led b y  Io n a  D u b ien iec , L an d scap e  
P a r tn e rsh ip  O fficer, W hite  Cliffs 
C oun try s ide  P artnersh ip , th e  p ro jec t w as 
fu n d ed  w ith  th e  a id  o f D over D istric t 
C ouncil an d  D over Big L ottery . It is p a r t  o f 
a th ree  y e a r  sch em e w ith  A ffin ity  W ater 
and  the  N ational L o ttery  H eritage  F u n d  to 
en h an ce  an d  ed u ca te  local peo p le  about 
th e  river, its  b io -d iv e rs ity  a n d  th e  
su rro u n d in g  en v iro n m en t.


