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Desp ite  th e  virus, lockdow ns an d  stay- 
at-hom e's, C ow gate is in  p re t ty  good 

sh ap e . W e've m a n a g e d  th e  few  w o rk  
p a rtie s  w h e n  leg isla tion  allow ed and, w ith  
n a tu re  s leep ing  its  ch illed  sleep  o f w inter, 
th is  b e a u tifu l s ite  is ca lm ing , n o t so 
overgrow n and  (follow ing a few  p ru d e n t 
pick-ups) litte r  free.

A tre e  from  th e  slopes above th e  c e m e te ry  
h as fa llen  across th e  top w all an d  onto  a 
g rassed  pathw ay , and  w as re p o r te d  to a 
D over Town C ouncil m a in te n a n c e  w orker, 
(w ho w as c o n v en ie n tly  sho ring  up  a b a n k  
in  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  a llo tm en ts).

A  little  o f w h a t yo u  m ig h t a lready  know  
(bu t th e re  again ...):
T he site  w as g ifted  b y  Mr. W illiam  M ow ll o f 
a p ro m in e n t fam ily. T he  2.25 acres o f 
p a s tu re la n d  on  th e  edge o f  th e  to w n

b ecam e  a b u ria l g ro u n d  for St M ary 's 
Parish  C hurch  w hose  chu rchyard , soon  be 
in ad eq u a te , w as on  a site now  trav e rsed  b y  
York S tre e t d u a l c a rr iag ew ay . T h is  
ex tension , u p o n  th e  low er slopes o f the  
W estern  H eights, w as co n sec ra ted  as St 
M ary 's N ew  B urial G round  and  th e  first 
in te rm e n t took  p lace  in  A pril 1837.

T he  lay o u t w as co m p le ted  w ith  a m o rtu a ry  
chape l an d  a lodge for th e  sexton.

W illiam  E b en ezer P e tchey  h ad  b e e n  b o rn  
in  th e  lodge and, su cceed ed  h is fa th e r and  
g ran d fa th e r as sexton. H e died  at th e  age of 
105, a t a W hitfield  re s id en tia l hom e, on 
21st F eb ruary  2006 and  w as th e  las t p e rso n  
to be  b u rie d  here .

T he  c e m e te ry  is enc lo sed  on  th re e  sides by  
a h igh  ragstone  wall. Its u p p e r  b o u n d a ry  
consists  o f a row  o f vau lts  excavated  in  the  
ch a lk  h ills ide . T h is  row  o f v au lts  h as 
fea tu res  in  co m m o n  w ith  th e  te rrace s  or 
ca tacom bs o f L ondon 's fam ous H ighgate 
C em etery .

At its  low er b o u n d ary , is a six fee t drop to 
a lane, w h ich  ru n s  along th e  re a r  o f the 
Sarah  G orely  A lm s houses, b u ilt in  1877. At 
th e  ju n c tio n  o f  th is  lan e  an d  C ow gate Hill, 
ta ll double  gates ad o rn  th e  en tran ce  for 
hearses. A  sm all gate (now  b rick ed  up) at 
th e  o th e r  co rn e r  o f th e  low er b o u n d a ry  
w all afforded access for h an d ca rts  o r b ie rs  
p u sh e d  up  a p a th  from  Snargate S tree t and  
th e  p o p u lo u s  dockside d istric t.

T he  N ew  B urial G round  w as closed  for 
in te rm e n ts  in  th e  1870's save to those  w ith  
ex is tin g  v au lts  o r tom bs, a n d  b e c a m e  
k n o w n  h en ce fo rth  as C ow gate C em etery .

Maison Dieu Guest House 
Dover

89 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT161RU
Quality affordable Bed & Breakfast guest 

accom m odation, located in D over tow n centre -  
great for friends and family. 

Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 
available w ith free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk

