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Wh ile  o u r  C h a irm a n  Pat S h e rra tt 
co n tin u es  h is  w ell-deserved  b reak  for 

a few  m o n th s  he  h as co n tin u ed  to b rin g  h is 
e x p e rtise  a n d  e x p e rien ce  to  b e a r  b y  
tack ling  som e o f th e  m ore  com plex  p ro jec ts 
th a t fall w ith in  o u r rem it. M ore o f th a t to 
follow b u t w e co n tinue  to w ish  h im  w ell.

D esp ite  the  c u rre n t p an d em ic , w ith  all the 
re s tr ic tio n s  im p o se d  on  u s , th e
c o n s tru c tio n  in d u s try  se e m s to be 
c o n tin u in g  u n a b a te d  w ith  P lan n in g  
A pplications com ing  th ick  and  fast. M y 
th a n k s  to Pat an d  all o f  th e  P lann ing  
C om m ittee  for th e ir  invaluab le  h e lp  and  
su p p o rt w ith  th is  very  b u sy  portfo lio .

Since th e  last n ew sle tte r  w e have rev iew ed  
a round  100 app lica tions th a t are po ten tia lly  
o f in te re s t and  m ad e  form al response  to 
D over D istric t C ouncil in  re sp ec t o f 22 of 
th e m . T he  P lann ing  C om m ittee  is alw ays 
p leased  to receive co m m en ts  and  feedback  
from  th e  m em b ers  o f th e  Society.

M em bers can  le t th e  P lann ing  C om m ittee 
know  th e ir  view s on  an y  app lica tion , o r on 
a n y  d ev e lo p m en t th a t m ay  co n ce rn  th em . 
T h is w ill h e lp  form  th e  official D over 
Society re sp o n se . A lternative ly  th e y  can  
lodge th e ir  view s as an  ind iv idual d irectly  
w ith  th e  DDC P lann ing  D ep t. in  w riting  or 
v ia th e  DDC P lann ing  po rta l at 
h ttp s : / /w w w .d o v e r .g o v .u k /P la n n in g /P la n  
n ing -A pp lica tions/H om e.aspx

In la n d  B order F acility:
In  O ctober 2020 local re s id en ts  rece ived  a 
le t te r  from  th e  D ep a rtm en t for T ransport 
th a t p lan s  w ere  be in g  m ade  to c rea te  an  
In lan d  B order Facility a t a site in  W hitfield

ad jacen t to B&Q an d  th e  n ew  L eisure 
C entre. T he p u rp o se  o f th e  facility  is to 
c rea te  custom s and  b o rd e r con tro ls for 
im p o rt and  export freigh t veh ic les w ith  a 
v iew  to it b e ing  opera tiona l ea rly  in  2021. 
W ith th e  decision  to leave th e  EU  hav ing  
b e e n  m ad e  som e fou r y e a rs  ago , th is  
a n n o u n c e m e n t has com e v e ry  late in  the  
day  leav ing  in te re s ted  pa rtie s  no  tim e  to 
engage in  m ean in g fu l co n su lta tio n  and  
b e in g  faced w ith  a “fait accom pli”. T he 
D over S ocie ty  w ro te  to th e  T ran sp o rt 
M in iste r an d  the  Local MP N atalie E lphicke 
to p ro te s t a t th e  lack  o f tran sp a ren cy  in  the 
p la n n in g  p ro cess  an d  to ob jec t to th e  
proposal. T he p rin c ip a l rou te  to D over for 
cross ch an n e l traffic is th e  A 20/M 20 and  
road  signs c learly  ind ica te  th is  b u t still a 
s ign ifican t n u m b e r o f fre ight veh icles use 
th e  A2 desp ite  th e  fact th a t m o s t o f th e  A2 
b e tw e e n  L ydden  an d  th e  docks is n o t 
su itable for such  traffic. In  th is n ew  p lan , 
fre ig h t v eh ic le s  w ill b e  in d ire c tly  
encou raged  to use  th e  A2 in  o rd e r to access 
th e  b o rd e r  co n tro l fac ilitie s , p u tt in g  
in c reased  p ressu re  on  th e  W hitfield  and  
D uke o f York's roundabou ts. I d read  to 
th in k  w h a t chaos w ill en su e  w h en  the 
inev itab le  delays arise at th e  docks. In 
add ition , re s id en ts  o f G uston  th a t live close 
to th e  site are likely  to suffer the  effects o f 
no ise  an d  ligh t p o llu tion  and  w e fu lly  
su p p o rt th e  co n cern s expressed  b y  the 
G uston  Parish  C ouncil. B elatedly  th e re  is 
n ow  a public  consu lta tion  on  th e  proposal 
a n d  th e  D over Society has m ade  form al 
response.

D over  D is tr ic t  C ou n cil L ocal P lan:
T he Local P lan  se ts  ou t p lan n in g  policies 
a n d  p roposals for n ew  d ev e lo p m en t in  the
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D over D istric t and  a n ew  P lan  covering  the 
p e rio d  2020 to 2040 is cu rren tly  sub ject to 
p u b lic  c o n su lta tio n . T h is  is a c ru c ia l 
d o c u m e n t w h ic h  w ill b e  u se d  in  th e  
assessm en t o f fu tu re  p lan n in g  app lica tions 
so it is v ita lly  im p o rtan t that, as far as 
possible, o u r in te re s ts  are  in co rp o ra ted  
w ith in  it. Pat S herra tt has b e e n  w ork ing  on 
th e  Local P lan  A dvisory G roup to assist in  
th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  P lan  b u t in  th e  final 
stages all lay  rep resen ta tiv es  w ere  rem oved  
from  th e  G roup  w ith o u t ex p lan a tio n . 
N everthe less Pat has co n tin u ed  to provide 
in p u t to th e  p ro c e ss  an d  is c u rre n tly  
w ork ing  on  o u r form al response  to the 
consu lta tion  on b e h a lf  o f th e  Society. So 
m u ch  for h im  tak ing  a break!

M arket Square Project:
You m a y  be  aw are; a £2 .9m  p ro jec t to 
revam p D over's M arket Square is se t to get 
u n d e rw ay  in  su m m e r 2021. A ccording to 
DDC “th e  w ork  w ill inc lude  a n ew  even t 
space and  w a te r feature, an d  highw ays 
im p ro v em en ts  to m ake th e  square m ore 
pedestrian -friend ly . T he w orks w ill create  
a m ore  a ttractive s tree t scene and  im prove 
links b e tw een  C annon  St, St Jam es an d  the 
W aterfront." T h is is a con troversia l m o d e rn  
d esig n  th a t  w e w ill be  fo rm a lly  
co m m en tin g  on.

K in g  S tree t/F ly in g  H orse  Lane:
Plans have b e e n  p u t forw ard to develop the 
site b o u n d ed  b y  F ishm onger Lane, King 
S treet, Flying H orse L ane an d  th e  St Jam es 
deve lopm en t. T his is an  im p o rtan t site 
that, over the  years, h as suffered  from  w ar 
dam age, in ap p ro p ria te  d ev e lo p m en t and  
repair, n eg lec t and  d ilap idation  leav ing  the 
a rea  in  m u ch  n eed  o f im p ro v em en t. T he 
D over Society is there fo re  n o t opposed  to 
th e  p rin c ip le  o f red ev e lo p m en t and  in d eed  
w ould  encourage  it b u t w e are co n ce rn ed  
th a t it shou ld  be carried  ou t carefully . T he 
orig inal charac te r o f F ish m o n g er Lane has 
a lready  b e e n  lost to w ar dam age and  the

crea tion  o f a n ew  carpark , b u t Flying H orse 
Lane is one o f th e  few  rem ain in g  D over 
s tree ts  th a t is typ ical o f th e  narro w  n e tw o rk  
o f s tree ts  th a t w ould  have existed  in  w hat 
w as the  m a in  p a r t o f th e  tow n  so w e are 
k een  to see its ch a rac te r re ta in ed  in  a 
sy m p a th e tic  w ay. T he old Post Office /  job  
cen tre  is a p a rticu la rly  in te re s tin g  red  b rick  
b u ild ing  th a t has suffered  from  n eg lec t and  
in ap p ro p ria te  m odifica tion  over th e  years  
and  also h as an  in te re s tin g  heritage  style 
la n te rn  over th e  door. T he p rese rv a tio n  of 
th e se  fea tu res, a t le a s t in  part, w ould  
p rov ide  an  in te re s tin g  lin k  for v isito rs 
b e tw een  the  n ew  re ta il d ev e lo p m en t and  
th e  old p a r t o f th e  tow n and  seafron t. T he 
p roposed  n ew  b u ild ing  w ou ld  be  a m o d e rn  
four sto rey  bu ild ing  design  b u t w ith  som e 
fea tu res  reflec ting  a m ore  trad itio n a l style. 
We consider th e  he ig h t o f th e  bu ild ing  to be 
too h igh  w h ich  w ith  th e  loss o f heritage 
fe a tu re s  h a s  led  u s to o b jec t to th e  
p a rticu la rs  o f th is  p roposed  developm ent.

B u ck la n d  Mill:
W ork co n tin u es  slow ly at th e  old p a p e r  m ill 
site to develop th e  ap a rtm en ts  associated  
w ith  th e  existing build ings. T he n ew  Co-op 
store h as o p ened  on  th e  site an d  ap p ears  to 
b e  d o ing  w ell. T h e  o u tlin e  p la n n in g  
app lica tion  for 135 dw ellings h as n ow  b e e n  
su b m itted  w h ich  is largely  in  line w ith  the 
long estab lished  expecta tions for th e  site. 
We regard  th is site as one th a t p a rticu la rly  
len d s  itse lf  to a m u ch  n e e d e d  q u a lity  
d ev e lo p m en t to a ttrac t p ro fessional people  
to th e  tow n  w hich  w ill lead  to its in creased  
p rosperity . In  add ition  it w ill open  up  the 
r iv e r  co rr id o r  for th e  b e n e f i t  o f  the  
B uckland  Mill re s id en ts  an d  th e  w id e r 
c o m m u n ity . We have  b e e n  p le a se d  to 
su p p o rt th e  schem e.

F orm er B u ck la n d  H o sp ita l Site:
T he D over Society objected  to th e  orig inal 
p lan s  to develop th is b row nfie ld  site w ith  
188 dw ellings and  co n tin u ed  to do so w h en
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th e  n u m b e r w as red u ced  to 150 on  the 
g rounds o f over in tensifica tion . A  n ew  
p la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n  h a s  n o w  b e e n  
su b m itte d  for th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  81 
dw ellings. T h e  m ix  o f  tw o an d  th re e  
b ed room  ho u ses in  four d iffe ren t types 
p ro v id es  m u c h  n e e d e d  q u a lity  fam ily  
accom m odation  w h ich  w ill he lp  en h an ce  
and  reg en e ra te  th e  area. T h ere  is also 
in c luded  g reen  am en ity  space w ith  a p lay  
area  and  landscap ing  a t th e  frontage and  
th ro u g h o u t th e  site to inc lude  a m ix  of 
trees , h ed g es  an d  sh ru b s. We have 
su p p o rted  the  proposal.

M arina Curve:
T he p rin c ip le  o f  h o te l a n d  re ta il 
deve lo p m en t on  th is  n ew ly  rec la im ed  land  
as has alw ays b e e n  p a r t o f th e  D over 
W estern  D ocks Revival p ro jec t an d  we 
w elcom e th e  benefic ia l im p ac t th a t th is 
w ould  have for th e  tow n  as a w hole. But to 
achieve th is  b y  constru c tio n  o f a m o te l and

o th e r facilities from  sh ipp ing  co n ta in ers  is 
to ta lly  in a p p ro p r ia te  fo r th e  site. T he 
app lica tion  c lea rly  regards a com m ercia l 
p o rt as an  app rop ria te  con tex t for such  a 
design b u t D over is n o th in g  like R otterdam  
and  it com p le te ly  ignores the  s ta tu s  o f the 
iconic w a te rfro n t se tting  w ith  its G rade II 
L isted bu ild ings w h ich  h as long b e e n  a 
m ajo r to u ris t a ttrac tion . We have objected  
to th e  schem e.

Shop  F ronts in  C on serva tion  A reas:
We have long b e e n  co n ce rn ed  about the 
w ay  shop fron ts in  C onservation  A reas 
have b e e n  allow ed to be  a lte red  in  such  a 
w ay  as to destroy  th e  h isto ric  ch a rac te r o f 
the  area. DDC h as a po licy  “G uidance on 
Shop F ro n ts  an d  S ignage w ith in  
C onservation  Areas" th a t is in ten d ed  to set 
c le a r g u id an ce  as to  w h a t w o u ld  be  
considered  app rop ria te  b u t all too often  
th is po licy  has b e e n  ignored  w h en  deciding 
p la n n in g  ap p lic a tio n s . H ow ever, ju s t  
recen tly , som e p lan s  th a t w e have objected  
to have also b e e n  re fu sed  b y  DDC citing 
th is po licy  as th e  reason . We see th is as a 
sign ifican t change for the  b e tte r  in  the 
quality  o f p lan n in g  decisions. In  particular, 
w ith  regard  to 43 Biggin S tree t w h ich  we 
m en tio n ed  in  th e  last new sletter, th e  re cen t 
decision  to re tro spec tive ly  approve p lans 
p laced  a n u m b e r of cond itions “In  o rder to 
p reserv e  and  en h an ce  th e  ch a rac te r and  
ap pearance  o f th e  C onservation  Area". We 
look  forw ard  to fu tu re  dec is ions be in g  
m ade  on  th e  sam e basis so th a t th e  tow n  
cen tre  can  be  w o rth y  o f th e  designation  
T he O ld Town" w h ich  DDC asp ires to 
create.

I w ish  yo u  and  y o u r fam ilies a b e la ted  
h ea lth y  and  h a p p y  N ew  Year and  look 
forw ard to a re su m p tio n  o f m ore  n o rm al 
life in  the  n o t too d is tan t future.

B & H Fireplaces
Suppliers of traditional 

and cast stoves and fireplaces

W ith  firep laces a n d  stoves  
b e c o m in g  m o re  p o p u la r  in  th e  

UK o u r  fa m ily  b u s in e s s  is  h o p in g  
to  carry  a range to  su it  

We are HETAS reg istered  
in s ta lle r s  a n d  d o  free  su rv ey s to  

su it  y o u
V is it  o u r  sh o w ro o m  a t 5 L o n d o n  

R oad,
D over  CT17 0ST 

or ca ll to  arrange a su rvey  
01304 242444 or 07872 665497


