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n o tab ly  g e n e ro u s  offer an d  qu ite  u n ca lled  
for, s ince  b e y o n d  o ccasio n a lly  shak ing  
h an d s  a n d  say ing  “H ow  d 'you  do" I h ad  
n e v e r  sp o k en  to h im , b u t it te s tifie s  to the  
g en e ro s ity  o f th e  m a n  w ho  w as to en d o w  
th e  D ubris  T rust an d  w h o m  T erry  S u tton  
w as to reca ll in  1969 as one w ho  “quietly , 
cou ld  be  v e ry  k in d  an d  helpful".

A nd  yes, I h a d  th o u g h t o f Law as a 
possib le  c a re e r  b u t Ja m e s  A. Jo h n so n 's  
o ffe r w as n o t ta k e n  up  b e c a u se  in  
D e c e m b e r  1957 I w as a w a rd e d  a 
sc h o la rsh ip  to E m m a n u e l C ollege, 
C am bridge. A ny  th o u g h t o f  Law tu rn e d  
rap id ly  in to  H isto ry  an d  Law an d  even  
m ore  rap id ly  in to  H isto ry  on  its  ow n, 
w h ich  is w h e re  it h as  rem a in ed . I did, 
how ever, b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  
co llege 's flou rish ing  Law Society  an d  I 
have  n e v e r  ceased  to be  g ra te fu l th a t th is

Town C lerk  m ad e  th a t offer, a n d  w ith  such  
tac t. It w as a tr e m e n d o u s  b o o s t to a 
te e n a g e r 's  confidence.

A  p o s tsc rip t m ig h t be  in  order: 1969 w as 
w h e n  Ja m e s  A. Jo h n so n  rece iv ed  D over's 
H o n o ra ry  F reedom . N early  e lev e n  y ea rs  
earlier, on  15 M ay 1958, m y  g ran d fa th e r 
h ad  also b e e n  a d m itted  as an  H o n o ra ry  
F reem an  o f th e  B orough o f Dover. I still 
have  th e  oak  cask e t w h ich  w as p re se n te d  
to h im . It co n ta in s  th e  v e llu m  reco rd  of 
th e  C ouncil's  re so lu tio n  to co n v ey  th a t 
honour. It w as p ro p o sed  b y  th e  Mayor, 
A ld e rm an  W illiam s, a C onservative, and  
seco n d ed  b y  C ouncillo r Eckhoff, w ho  had  
b e e n  m y  g ran d fa th e r 's  D ep u ty  M ayor. A nd 
it w as s igned  b y  Ja m e s  A. Jo h n so n . T hose 
tw o F reedom s te s tify  to an  h o n o u rab le  
p o s t-w a r p a r tn e r s h ip  in  civ ic  
responsib ility .

Dover Society AGM 
Invitation

T he D over Society  are  p leased  to an n o u n ce  th a t th e y  are 
stream in g  th e ir  A n n u a l G enera l M eeting  on-line via Zoom  on 
M onday  26th A pril 2021 a t 7.00 p .m .

T h is w ill b e  a free ev e n t as u su a l an d  w ill b e  available for o u r 
M em bers to jo in . T h a t said, th e  E ven t w ill be  reco rd ed  an d  a fter 
th e  m ee tin g  w ill be  available for ALL m em b ers  o f T he D over 
Society  on  th e ir  Web Site at:

h ttp :/ /th e d o v e rso c ie ty .c o .u k

To a tte n d  th e  M eeting  w e ask  th a t yo u  re q u e s t a 'ticket' b y  em ail from  Je re m y  Cope 
at je rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s .com  b y  F riday  23rd A pril and  yo u  w ill be  fo rw arded  a 
lin k  to T he D over Society  Zoom  AGM.
(It is re co m m en d ed  th a t y o u  dow nload  th e  free Zoom  A pp from  th e ir  Web Site -  ju s t 
search  for Zoom!)

T he m ee tin g  w ill cover th e  last tw o years . See th e  M eeting  N otice an d  A genda on  page 
24 o f th is  new sletter.

http://thedoversociety.co.uk
mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com

