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DCR [D over C o m m u n ity  Radio] w as 
c o n ce iv ed  som e tim e  ago d raw in g  
in s p ira t io n  from  th e  R adio A u th o rity  
[p recu rso r to OFCOM] in itia tive  k n o w n  as 
A ccess Radio w h ich  saw  th e  in tro d u c tio n  
o f n e w  leg isla tion  for an  add itional tie r  o f 
radio  to sit b e tw e e n  C om m ercia l Radio and  
th e  BBC. T he first UK C o m m u n ity  Radio 
station , as it la te r  b ecam e  know n, w e n t to 
a ir in  N ovem ber 2005.

A lthough  th e  co n cep t o f C o m m u n ity  Radio 
is w o rldw ide , it 's  p r in c ip le s  re m a in  
c o n stan t in  th a t it is 'n o t for p rofit', is 
s ta ffed  b y  v o lu n te e rs , a n d  p rov ides, 
m o stly , lo ca lly  p ro d u c e d  co n te n t, 
in c lu d in g  new s, as w ell as offering  tra in in g  
o p p o rtu n it ie s , a t all levels, an d  an  
in tro d u c tio n  to b roadcasting .

DCR h as  v o lu n te e rs  w h o se  ex p erien ce  
in c lu d es  w ork  w ith  Radio C aroline, as w ell 
as In te rn e t Radio an d  C om m ercia l Radio 
stations, som e p rev io u sly  b ased  in  th is  p a rt 
o f Kent; w e also have v o lu n tee rs  w ho had  
no  p rev io u s ex perience  o f b roadcas ting  
p rio r to jo in in g  DCR.

H aving  b ro ad cas t o n lin e  for som e years, 
d u ring  w h ich  tim e  th e re  have b e e n  a fair 
few  'challenges ', OFCOM h as n ow  offered 
DCR an  o p p o rtu n ity  to m ove to FM b y  
m id-2022.

l i te ra lly  o v e rw h e lm e d  b y  th e  po sitiv e  
re s p o n se  an d  re a c tio n  from  th e  area , 
a lthough  th e  first ap p lica tion  for a full tim e 
licence  h igh ligh ted  p o ten tia l issu es w ith  
th e  s tren g th  o f  som e F rench  radio  signals. 
Fo rtunate ly , te ch n ica l h e lp  since rece ived  
h as o ffered  a so lu tion  to th a t p rob lem  and  
te s t  tra n sm is s io n s  sh o u ld  n o w  b eg in , 
spring, 2021.

M eanw hile  DCR co n tin u es  to grow  th e  
o n lin e  o u tp u t w h ic h  w ill, o f  course, 
co n tin u e  in  para lle l w ith  th e  tra n s fe r  to 
FM.

DCR offers an  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  a voice for 
E ast K ent an d  th e  D over d is tric t an d  a 
p la tfo rm  for th e  co m m u n ity  to ta lk  w ith  
ea c h  o ther, to  sh a re  in fo rm a tio n  an d  
p ro m o te  even ts. C o m m u n ity  Radio can  
h e lp  b u ild  a s tro n g e r  C o m m u n ity , in  
OFCOM 's w ords: “ra th e r  th a n  'ta lk  at' its 
co m m u n ity  th e  sta tion  shou ld  b ecom e a 
p a r t o f it”. It can  p rove a tr ick y  ro le to fill 
re ly ing  as it does on  in p u t and  in te rac tio n  
from  w h a t m ig h t o therw ise  be  a passive 
lis te n e r  w ho h as an  o p p o rtu n ity  n o t on ly  
to in f lu en ce  th e  s ta tion 's  o u tp u t b u t to also 
take an  active p a rt in  th a t ou tpu t.

DCR is 100% staffed  b y  v o lu n tee rs  and  
alw ays w elcom es m ore. It takes a lo t o f 
peop le  to k eep  a rad io  sta tion  on  a ir and  
n o t o n ly  p resen te rs : it n e e d s  a lo t m ore  
besides. DCR n e e d s  new s-gatherers, sou n d  
eng ineers, peop le  w ho k now  th e ir  w ay  
a ro u n d  a com puter, tra iners, fu n d  raisers, 
de s ig n e rs , e d ito rs  a n d  p le n ty  m o re  
besides; all co n tac t can  b e  m ade  via e-m ail 
to stud io@ dcrfm .co .uk
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