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At th e  port, w h e re  the  nava l au th o ritie s  
h ad  g iven u p  using  th e  harbour, a n u m b e r 
o f big w arsh ip s re m a in e d  to b e  b ro k en  u p  
bu t, w ith  a w orldw ide drop in  th e  d em an d  
for steel, little  d em o lition  o f sh ips w as in  
progress.
W hen the  m in e rs ' s trike began , a brigade 
o f  B ritish  a rm y  in f a n try  w as h a s tily  
b ro u g h t ho m e from  th e  occup ied  R hine to 
be  sta tio n ed  in  Dover, such  w as th e  fear o f 
a C om m un ist-led  rebellion . But b y  the 
su m m e r th a t d an g er ap p ea red  to have 
passed  an d  th e  troops w ere  sen t to Ire land , 
w h ere  th e re  w as p le n ty  o f troub le  an d  th e  
im p osition  o f m artia l law.

In  D ecem ber, a h is to ric  s e ttle m e n t w as 
re a c h e d , I re la n d  w as to  rece iv e

in d ep en d e n ce  w ith  26 so u th e rn  coun ties  
to b eco m e  th e  R epublic o f Ire lan d  w hile  
th e  o th e r  six  c o u n tie s  in  th e  n o r th  
re m a in e d  in  th e  UK.

T h ere  w as no  defin ite  p rogress in  1921 in  
th e  p rov ision  o f a 1914-18 w ar m em o ria l in  
Dover, b u t a t St M argaret's in  Ju ly , on  top 
o f th e  cliffs, th e  D over Patro l m em o ria l 
w as un v e iled  b y  th e  P rince o f Wales.

A n o th e r  b r ig h t sp o t in  1921 w as th e  
g lo rio u s  w ea th e r. I t p ro v ed  to  b e  a 
m ag n ificen t sum m er, re su ltin g  in  a big 
boost o f v isito rs to sou th  coast resorts , 
in c lud ing  Dover, desp ite  a d rough t in  som e 
p a rts  o f th e  coun try .

The Dover Lathams
------------------------------ Derek Leach--------------------------------
Based upon a Dover Express article in the Joe Harman archive

T h e  s to ry  o f  th e  D over L a th am s b eg in s  
m o d e s tly  w ith  th e  a rriv a l in  D over in  

1664 o f S am uel L a tham  from  L ew es in  
Sussex. N o th in g  is k n o w n  o f  w h y  he 
se ttled  in  D over o r h o w  he  e a rn e d  h is  
liv ing. P e rh ap s  it  w as b u s in e ss  co n n e c te d  
w ith  th e  sea, p re p a r in g  th e  w ay  for the  
first w ell k n o w n  m e m b e r  o f th e  fam ily, 
Jo h n  L atham , b o rn  ab o u t 1720.

Jo h n  L a tham  d ev e lo p ed  a large b u s in e ss  
as a m e rc h a n t, sh ip p in g  ag en t an d  sh ip  
ow ner, b eco m in g  w e a lth y  in  th e  p rocess. 
A  f re e m a n  b y  b ir th  (h is fa th e r  hav in g  
a c q u ire d  it) h e  w as  e le c te d  to  th e  
C o m m o n  C ouncil a n d  a Ju ra t/M a g is tra te . 
Jo h n  w as also m a y o r in  1767, 1779 an d  
1788. D uring  th is  p e rio d  E n g lan d  w as 
figh ting  F rance , S pain  a n d  A m erica . J o h n

h e lp e d  o rg a n ise  th e  lo ca l v o lu n te e r  
m ilitia  an d  w as in v o lv ed  in  c o n s tru c tio n  
o f fou r g u n  b a tte r ie s  each  w ith  28 g u n s  to 
p ro te c t th e  to w n  an d  h a rb o u r: N o rth 's  
B a tte ry , G u ilfo rd  B a tte ry , A m h e rs t 
B a tte ry  a n d  T ow nsend  B attery .

D o v er's  firs t P av ing  A ct in  1778 w as 
d u rin g  h is  m ay o ra lty  an d  as M ayor he 
w as C h a irm a n  o f  th e  P av ing  
C o m m iss io n e rs  re sp o n sib le  for en fo rc ing  
th e  Act, b e in g  re sp o n s ib le  for s tree ts , 
p a th s  a n d  p assag es, pav in g , c lean in g , 
ligh ting  an d  w a tch in g  (po lic ing). H e w as 
a lso  a p p o in te d  C o m m iss io n e r  o f  th e  
C ou rt o f R equests in  1784 to en fo rce  th e  
reco v e ry  o f sm a ll deb ts. T u rnp ike  roads 
a p p e a re d  d u r in g  h is  m a y o ra lt ie s  
in c lu d in g  th e  n e w  ro ad  to F o lkestone
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(c u r re n t F o lkestone  Road). As M ayor he  
w as also th e  to w n 's  sole re p re se n ta tiv e  on  
th e  H a rb o u r B oard (or C o m m iss io n e rs  as 
th e y  w e re  th e n  k n o w n ) in v o lv e d  in  
a tte m p ts  to en large, d e e p e n  a n d  im prove  
th e  ap p ro ach  to th e  harbour. H e w as 
a p p o in te d  T rea su re r o f  th e  H a rb o u r in  
1773 u n ti l  h is  d e a th  in  1800.

H is son, S am uel L atham , to g e th e r  w ith  
E d w ard  R ice a n d  C a p ta in  L ark in s , 
e s ta b lish e d  th e  D over U n io n  B ank  in  
U n io n  S tree t, w h ich  h e  m an ag e d  for 50 
y ears . U n io n  W h arf w as o w n ed  b y  h is 
fam ily . I t w as a v e ry  p o p u la r  a n d  
p ro sp e ro u s  local b an k . S h ipp ing  an d  o th e r  
in te re s ts  c o n tin u ed , a lth o u g h  a ffec ted  b y  
th e  c o m m e rc ia l s ta g n a tio n  a n d  
d e p re s s io n  fo llo w in g  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
N a p o le o n ic  W ars. T h e  in tro d u c tio n  o f 
s team  sh ip s from  1821 also m e a n t sailing  
sh ip s w ere  deva lued . S am uel d ied  in  1834.

S am u e l's  tw o sons, H e n sh aw  an d  Sam uel, 
o v e rc a m e  th e s e  p ro b le m s . H e n sh a w  
m an ag e d  th e  b a n k  an d  b ecam e  m a y o r at 
31 in  1814. A fte r W aterloo  he  o rg an ised  a 
local co llec tio n  for th e  w o u n d ed  an d  th e  
w idow s o f  th e  b a ttle . D uring  th e  n e x t 15 
y e a rs  h e  w as m a y o r tw ice  m ore . He, too, 
b e c a m e  T re a s u re r  o f  th e  H a rb o u r  
C o m m iss io n e rs , d in in g  f r e q u e n tly  a t 
W alm er C astle  w ith  th e  D u k e  o f 
W elling ton  (Lord W arden  o f th e  C inque 
P orts an d  au to m a tica lly  C h a irm an  o f th e  
H a rb o u r C o m m iss io n e rs). In  1836 he  gave 
e v id en c e  an d  w as c lo se ly  q u e s tio n e d  for 
a lm o st tw o days b y  th e  S elec t C om m ittee  
o f  th e  H ouse  o f C om m ons look ing  in to  
th e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  harbour.

B ro th e r  S a m u e l c o n c e n tra te d  o n  th e  
sh ip p in g  in te re s ts . B oth o f  th e m  ac te d  as 
co n su ls  for sev e ra l E u ro p ean  c o u n tr ie s  
in c lu d in g  th e  issue  o f  p assp o rts .

L a th am s w as th e  las t p riv a te  b a n k  in  
D over. F ecto r 's  B ank  m erg ed  w ith  th e  
N a tio n a l P rov inc ia l Bank, th e  L ondon  and  
C o u n ty  B ank a rr iv ed  in  D over b eco m in g  a 
s tro n g  rival. L a tham s stru g g led  an d  in  
1846 H e n sh a w  d ied  su d d en ly . T he  b a n k  
c lo sed  an d  its  d eb ts  co n su m ed  all the  
asse ts. S am uel lived  for a n o th e r  40 y ea rs  
in  th e  P ie r D istric t, d y ing  in  1886 and  
b rin g in g  th e  L a th am s D over 'd y n as ty ' to 
an  end .

T h is  article is based on one entitled The  
Latham 's o f D over and  w as pub lished  in  the 
D over Express o f  October 1906.

In  1993 Lorraine Sencicle pub lished  a book, 
still in prin t, entitled "B anking  on Dover" 
w hich gives a more in depth account o f the 
L a tham  fam ily .
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