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A Unique Life of a Former Deputy Constable 
of Dover Castle

Peter Sherred

On e  o f those  a tten d in g  th e  in d u c tio n  of 
th e  215th D ep u ty  C onstable o f D over 

C astle, B rigad ie r P e te r Rowell, o n  5 th  
D ecem b er 2019 -  rep o r ted  on  page 35 in  
issue 97 o f  D over Society  N ew sle tte r -  w as 
a p red ecesso r in  th e  p o st as th e  197th 
D ep u ty  C onstable -  M ajor-G eneral Jo h n  
B adcock CB MBE DL.

l  to r: John's w ife G illian, daughter Rosie, son David, 
daughter Daphne, then John]

At th e  age o f  97 Jo h n  B adcock w as th e  
o ldest su rv iv ing  fo rm er h o ld e r o f  th e  post 
a t th e  tim e. W heelchair-bound  he  h e ld  
co u rt in  th e  tim e-h o n o u red  w ay  as 'th e  life 
and  soul o f th e  p a rty ' in  C onstab le 's Tower 
befo re  an d  a fte r th e  In d u c tio n  cerem ony . 
H e w as an  exceedingly  jov ia l character, full 
o f life and  h u m o u r  so it w as v e ry  sad  to 
le a rn  th a t he  h ad  p assed  aw ay on  th e  10th 
Ju n e  2020, hav ing  co n trac ted  Covid-19 in  
hosp ita l w h ils t b e in g  tre a te d  for a separa te  
in fe c tio n  d u rin g  th e  p a n d em ic -in d u ced  
lo ck d o w n . T he  C o n fe d e ra tio n  o f  th e  
C in q u e  P orts m o u rn s  th e  loss o f tw o 
d is tingu ished  D ep u ty  C onstab les in  th e  
space o f tw elve m on ths, for in  Ju ly  2019 
one o f J o h n  B adcock's successo rs in  post as 
D ep u ty  C onstable -  th e  200th -  M aurice

A therton , fo rm er P res id en t o f th e  D over 
Society, d ied  a t th e  age o f 92 an d  h is 
T hanksg iv ing  Service h e ld  in  C an te rb u ry  
C athed ra l on  23rd S ep tem b er 2019 w as 
rep o r ted  at pages 6 /7  in  issue 96 o f the  
N o v e m b e r D over S o c ie ty  N ew sle tte r. 
T h ese  tw o n o n ag en a rian s  gave long and  
co n sp icuous serv ice to th e  A rm y  an d  th e ir  
C o u n try  an d  w ere  co n trasting  ch arac te rs  
w ho, in  th e ir  d is tinctive ways, en rich ed  
th e  p o st o f D ep u ty  C onstable w h ere  th e y  
b o th  e x ecu ted  th e i r  d u tie s  w ith  g re a t 
d ignity . W hile M aurice w as a m ild  and  
so m e w h a t se lf-effac ing  ch arac te r, J o h n  
w as a p e rso n  w ith  an  in fec tious sense  o f 
h u m o u r  an d  ex trem ely  outgoing. Jo h n  w as 
ap p o in ted  to th e  post o f D ep u ty  C onstable 
in  1968 and  h e ld  th e  p o st d u ring  th e  Lord 
W ardensh ip  o f  Sir R obert M enzies u n til 
1970 - w hile  M aurice w as app o in ted  in  
1976 serv ing  u n til 1981 d u ring  th e  Lord 
W ardensh ip  o f  Sir R obert M enzies and  the  
b eg in n in g  o f Q u een  E lizabeth  th e  Q u een  
M other's  a p p o in tm e n t to th a t h is to ric  post. 
J o h n  Badcock a tten d ed  M aurice A therton 's  
T h a n k sg iv in g  S erv ice  a t C a n te rb u ry  
C athed ra l w h ere  h e  is p ic tu red  in  the  
C h ap te r H ouse sea ted  in  fron t o f th e  Lord 
W arden, T he Lord Boyce, stan d in g  left, 
w ith  th re e  o th e r  fo rm e r  D e p u ty  
C onstables.

J o h n  B adcock  w as b o rn  in  1922 in  
N azare th  in  w h a t w as th e n  th e  B ritish 
M andate  o f Palestine. H e w as b o rn  in to  a 
d is tin g u ish ed  an d  p ro u d  m ilita ry  heritage  
o n  b o th  sides o f  h is  fam ily  so it w as no 
su rp rise  that, a fte r  ed u ca tio n  at St P eter 's 
P rep a ra to ry  School in  Seaford and  be in g  a 
p u p il in  S h e rb o rn e  School in  D orset, 
school m otto  'D ieu  e t M on D roit' -  'God 
a n d  m y  righ t', th is  O ld S h irb u rn ian  w as
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l  to r: the Lord Warden The Lord Boyce, Trevor M inter 
(DC 1998-2001), D avid  Godsal (DC 1995-1998), 

Christopher Claydon (DC 2013-2015), seated front John 
Badcock

k een  to jo in  u p  in  th e  arm y, v o lu n tee rin g  
as a S ignalm an  in  th e  Royal C orps o f 
Signals. O stensib ly  th e  rea so n  for doing so 
w as th a t w h e n  a t S herbo rne  he  h ad  b e e n  a 
d ru m m e r in  th e  School's C om bined  C adet 
Force an d  h e  th o u g h t th a t  d ru m m in g  
rh y th m s  w o u ld  give h im  a good 
u n d e rs tan d in g  o f M orse Code! H e w as 
com m issio n ed  in  1941 follow ing a six- 
m o n th  co u rse  a t W o rces te r C ollege, 
Oxford, read in g  E lec tron ic  E ngineering , 
an d  w h ile  th e re  h e  row ed for th e  College. 
H e w as assigned  to th e  79th  A rm o u red  
D ivision  b ille ted  n e a r  P en rith  in  th e  Lake 
D istric t an d  la te r  as th e  allies m ade  th e ir  
w ay  th ro u g h  France an d  in to  G erm an y  th e  
“c h e e rfu l s ig n a ls  officer" su p p lie d  th e  
s ig n a ls  for cu s to m ise d  S h e rm a n  a n d  
C hurch ill tan k s  n a m e d  “Crocodiles", fitted  
w ith  flam e th row ers, “Crabs", fitted  w ith  
ro ta ting  cy linders o f  ch a in s  th a t exp loded  
m in e s  in  th e  p a th  o f th e  ta n k  as w ell as 
tan k s  th a t d ropped  b u n d le s  o f w ooden  
po les to fill d itches. T h ere  w as a ta n k  th a t 
fired  a 40lb m o rta r  p ro jec tile  k n o w n  as 
“th e  fly ing dustb in ." T he “D ouble O nion" 
ta n k  carried  tw o large d em o lition  charges 
th a t cou ld  be  p laced  against co n cre te  w alls 
a n d  d e to n a te d  from  a safe d is tan ce . 
S erving u n d e r  G enera l Sir P ercy  H obart, 
J o h n  B adcock w as p ro u d  o f th e  “H obart

fu nn ies" a n d  th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  
success o f th e  E u ro p ean  C am paign. As he 
reco u n ted  in  an  in te rv iew  w ith  W arGen, 
J o h n  B adcock a p p a re n tly  k e p t a v e ry  
s tra ig h t face as h e  u se d  a zoo log ica l 
g lossary  to exp la in  to m ilita ry  top  b rass  th e  
cu s to m ised  m ilita ry  veh ic les, in c lu d in g  
tanks, th a t floated  an d  tan k s  w ith  strobe 
lig h ts  th a t  d azz led  th e  e n e m y . T he  
in te rv iew er o p in ed  th a t such  p re sen ta tio n s  
an d  d e m o n s tra tio n s  “could  have g raced  an 
ep isode o f D ad 's Army". Jo h n  took  p a r t in  
th e  N o rm an d y  land ings in  Ju n e  1944. H e 
lan d ed  a t O u istreh am  an d  co m m an d ed  th e  
signals e le m e n t o f H obart's  tac tica l HQ. 
H e took  p a r t in  th e  b a ttle s  for Brest, th e  
Scheld t estuary , th e  forced  crossing  o f th e  
R hine and  th e  drive to th e  R iver Elbe.

J o h n  w itn e s se d  th e  G e rm a n  H igh 
C o m m an d  s u r re n d e r  to  F ie ld  M arsha l 
M o n tgom ery  on  th e  4 th  May, 1945 on 
L uneberg  H ea th  an d  o n  VE day, Jo h n  
reca lled  how, as a re su lt o f th e  79th 's 
successfu l con fisca tion  o f  a v e ry  large 
stash  o f nava l ru m  found  in  a w areh o u se  in  
H am burg , th e y  en joyed  a huge bon fire  on  
th e  H ea th  and  “a t th e  en d  o f th e  n ig h t w e 
w ere  all as tig h t as ticks".

Follow ing h is ad v en tu re s  in  Europe, b e in g  
dem o b b ed  an d  th e n  co n v e rtin g  in to  a 
ca ree r soldier, he  w as sen t to C eylon  (now  
Sri Lanka) as an  acting  m a jo r in  com m and  
o f  th e  S ignals sq u ad ro n , ta sk e d  w ith  
keep in g  co m m u n ica tio n s  o p en  to th e  Far 
East. U pon  h is  re tu rn  to th e  UK h e  en joyed  
a successfu l ca ree r in  th e  G enera l Staff. H e 
w as GSO 2 (In te lligence) on  th e  s ta ff o f H Q  
1st (B ritish) C orps in  G erm an y  w hen , as a 
r e s u lt  o f  h is  tim e  a t th e  Schoo l o f 
A m ph ib ious W arfare, h e  w as m obilised  to 
p lay  a sign ifican t p a r t in  th e  Suez C risis o f 
1956. H e w e n t on  to co m m an d  a b rigade 
signals sq u ad ro n  in  C yprus and  d u rin g  th a t 
tim e  again  found  h im se lf  m obilised  to lead  
th e  signals op e ra tio n s in  O m an, before
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b e c o m in g  a S ov ere ig n  C o m p an y  
C o m m a n d e r  a t S a n d h u rs t a n d  th e n  a 
co lo n e l c o m m a n d in g  4 th  D iv is io n a l 
Signals R eg im en t in  G erm any . H e w as 
ap p o in ted  B rigadier an d  th e  first Signals 
O fficer to co m m an d  an  In fan try  Brigade, 
b ased  a t Shorncliffe B arracks, Folkestone 
w h e n  he  a ssu m ed  th e  ro le o f th e  D epu ty  
C onstable in  D over an d  a fte r 2 sh o rt posts 
w ith  th e  M OD he b ecam e  D irec to r o f 
M ann ing  (A rm y) w ith  th e  ra n k  o f Major- 
G enera l in  1972 w here, as an  in d e p e n d e n t 
th in k e r  an d  p rob lem  solver, h is  ta len ts  
w ere  d irec ted  at m ee tin g  th e  challenges o f 
u n d e r-m an n in g  a t th e  tim e. H e w as the 
first Royal Signals O fficer to be  ap p o in ted  a 
d e fe n c e  a d v ise r  an d  h e a d  o f  B ritish  
defence  lia ison  s ta ff in  C anberra , A ustralia  
in  1974. H e re tire d  from  th e  A rm y  in  1977.

In  1979 Jo h n  B adcock b ecam e  th e  C hief 
A ppeals O fficer for th e  C ancer R esearch 
C am p a ig n  an d  u n d e r  h is  le a d e rsh ip  
in co m e  to th e  C am paign  doub led . H e 
b ecam e  C h a irm an  o f th e  Royal Signals 
A ssociation  and  w as ap p o in ted  M aster o f 
Signals in  1982 rem a in in g  as such  u n til 
1989. H e w as ch a irm an  o f a large fru it­
g row ing  c o m p a n y  an d  w as a D e p u ty  
L ieu ten an t o f K ent from  1980.

W hile in  C eylon  he  m e t h is  fu tu re  w ife 
G illian  A ttfie ld , th e  d a u g h te r  o f  Tea 
P lan ters. T h ey  m a rrie d  in  1948 an d  w ere 
m a rr ie d  for one y e a r  sh o rt o f a D iam ond  
A n n iv e rsa ry  befo re she  d ied  in  2007. T h ey  
h ad  th re e  ch ild ren , tw o d au g h te rs  an d  a 
son: th e  eldest, Rosie, a m ed ica l sec re ta ry  
p red eceased  Jo h n . H e is su rv ived  b y  h is 
d a u g h te r  D ap h n e , a re t ire d  P rim a ry  
S ch o o lteach er, a n d  so n  D avid, an  
In d u s tria l m an ag e r an d  trouble-shooter.
A n e x tre m e ly  in v e n tiv e  m an , Jo h n  
B adcock w ould  n e v e r  trav e l w ith o u t a 
Swiss a rm y  kn ife  on  h is person , w h ich  w as 
a hazard  w h en  passing  th ro u g h  a irp o rt 
secu rity  X -ray m ach in e s  b u t due to h is

fo re though t for so lu tions m e a n t he  n ev e r 
got caught! A fter h e  found  h is ce rem o n ia l 
sw ord aw kw ard  to c a rry  w h e n  travelling , 
he  re -en g in ee red  it b y  sh o rten in g  th e  b lade  
an d  fitted  th e  scabbard  w ith  a h inge  h a lf  
w ay  dow n its  len g th  to allow  th e  w hole 
th in g  to be  fitted  in to  a su itcase. Jo h n  
B adcock w as a m a n  o f im m en se  ch a rac te r 
verging on  th e  p rese rv e  o f th e  B ritish 
eccen tric . H e w as w ell k n o w n  for p ran k s  at 
h is  cocktail parties. In  th e  large, vau lted  
d in ing-room  in  C onstab le 's Tower, th e re  
w ere  tw o u n in h a b ite d  su its  o f arm our. In 
an  effort to p u t th is  right, Jo h n  ob ta ined  
tw o m a n n e q u in s  from  a local d e p a rtm e n t 
store. W hen  th ese  p roved  a bad  fit, th e y  
w ere  tak en  th ro u g h  a door lead ing  from  
th e  d in ing-room , carried  dow n a flight o f 
stone  s tep s an d  la id  to re s t in  th e  dungeon . 
Som e tim e  afterw ards, a deco ra to r a rriv ing  
to p a in t th e  d in ing-room  asked  w h e re  he 
could  leave h is po ts o f p a in t. Jo h n , w ith  a 
w in k  to m em b ers  o f  h is fam ily, suggested  
th a t  th e y  w e re  p u t in  th e  d u n g eo n . 
M om en ts a fte r th e  m a n  d isappeared , he  
cam e h a rin g  b ack  u p  the  sta irs  cry ing  ou t 
th a t h e  h ad  found  tw o dead  b od ies  there!

At th e  age o f 96, in  2019, he  drove to the  
an n u a l jam b o ree  w eek en d  for th e  RCS at 
B landford F orum  an d  th en ce  to D evon  to 
v is it h is  dau g h ter. R ela tives ex p re ssed  
c o n ce rn  th a t he  w as u n d e rtak in g  such  a 
long jo u rn e y  on  h is ow n  a t th a t age b u t h is 
riposte  w as th a t if  h e  w as involved  in  an 
acc id en t an d  he  w as n o t at fau lt th e  dash  
cam era  w ou ld  p rove h is  in n o cen c e  b u t if  it 
w as h is fau lt th e  dash  cam era  w ou ld  be 
th ro w n  in to  a hedge!
It is f re q u e n tly  sa id  th a t  a p e rso n  is 
fo rtu n a te  to have  h ad  a long life an d  Jo h n  
B adcock w as ce rta in ly  fo rtu n a te  in  th a t 
re g a rd  b u t  m o re  im p o r ta n t an d  m o re  
te lling  is w h a t he  p u t in to  th a t long life -  
scholar, k een  sp o rtsm an  (he re p re se n te d  
th e  C orps a t shooting , c ricket and  hockey), 
a m a n  o f d u ty  and  serv ice in  th e  arm y,
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in v en tiv e , p ra c tic a l joker, h u m o u ris t , 
h u sb an d  an d  father. Jo h n  B adcock did n o t 
w aste  h is life. H e ap p ea red  to en jo y  life to 
th e  full w ith  considerab le  zest un til, sadly, 
he  fell victim , as have  m a n y  others, to th e  
v iru s  th a t h as  sw ep t th e  w orld  re sh ap in g  
lives an d  n a tio n s  as it  w en t. Jo h n 's  funera l 
took  p lace  at B arham  C rem ato riu m  on  23 
Ju ly  2020 u n d e r  Covid re s tric tio n s  w here  
h is  so n  D avid  gave a fu lso m e  an d  
affec tionate  tr ib u te  to h is  father. Jo h n  w as 
b ro u g h t in to  th e  C hapel in  a pa lm  coffin to 
m a rk  h is  b ir th  in  N azare th  and  th e  palm  
tree s  th a t g rew  in  ab u n d an ce  there . H is 
coffin w as d rap ed  in  th e  ensign  o f th e  
Royal C orps o f  Signals on  top  o f w h ich  w as 
h is m ilita ry  cap signify ing th e  apex o f  h is 
m ilita ry  c a re e r to g e th e r w ith  h is m ilita ry  
sw ord to re p re se n t h is ab ility  to im prov ise

novel so lu tions. H is d a u g h te r D aphne and  
o th e r  m em b ers  o f th e  fam ily  w ere  also in  
a tten d an ce . Follow ing Jo h n 's  d ea th  th e  
fam ily  w as in u n d a te d  w ith  tr ib u te s  to 
Jo h n , m a n y  o f w h ich  co m m en ted  on  h is 
sen se  o f  h u m o u r. Two ex am p les from  
ou tside  th e  fam ily  w ere  “th e y  d o n 't m ake 
m a n y  like Jo h n  an d  I m iss h is  w isdom , 
frien d sh ip  an d  h u m o u r  greatly" and  “he 
w as a rem ark ab le  m a n  an d  a p e rso n  for 
w h o m  all those  w ho  h ad  served  u n d e r  h im  
h a d  g re a t affection". O ne o f  h is  
g ran d ch ild ren  said  “M um  told  m e  th e re  
w as n o th in g  I co u ld n 't do b u t G randpa 
show ed  m e th e re  w as n o th in g  I co u ld n 't 
do".
For an  all too b r ie f  perio d  D over an d  its 
castle  w as ho m e to th is  o u ts tan d in g  m a n  of 
m a n y  parts.
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