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Dover’s Slave Owners
Ann Tomalak

T he slave trade  is an  ignoble p a rt o f 
B ritish  h is to ry , long  ig n o red . But 

re c e n tly  w e have b e e n  fo rced  to take 
an o th e r look at it b y  public  dem onstra tions, 
th e  topp ling  o f statues, and  d iscussions of 
th e  w ays slave ow ners u sed  th e ir  w ea lth  to 
w in  prestige  an d  pow er a t hom e.

E ssentially , th e  trans-A tlantic slave trade 
involved th e  tran sp o rta tio n  o f people  from  
C en tra l and  W est A frica to th e  A m ericas, 
w here  th e y  laboured  on  p lan ta tio n s and  in  
o th e r industries. T he fru its o f th e ir  w ork  
w ere  th e n  sh ipped  b ack  to E urope to be 
sold for profit. But th e y  w ere  n o t m ig ran t 
w orkers in  the  m o d e rn  sense. T h ey  w ere 
cap tu red  in  ra ids and  sold as slaves to 
E u ropean  ow ners. We w ill n ev e r know  how  
m a n y  w ere tran sp o rted  during  the  th ree  
cen tu rie s  from  1526, b u t a re c e n t estim ate  
suggests 12 m illion, w ith  m illions m ore 
dying e n  route.

W ith the  d iscovery  o f th e  A m ericas, the 
British se ttled  along th e  east coast and  in  
th e  W est Indies. T he is lands had  th e  perfec t 
clim ate  to grow  sugar cane in  particular, 
b u t th e re  w as in su ffic ien t local labour. By 
th e  late 17th cen tu ry , one in  four sh ips 
leav in g  L iverpoo l w as eng ag ed  in  th e  
tr ian g u la r slave trade, carry ing  goods to 
A frica to be  exchanged  for slaves, w h ich  
w ere  tak en  across th e  A tlantic. T he ships 
th e n  b ro u g h t hom e item s like co tton  and  
ru m  but, above all, sugar, w h ich  w as in  
g rea t dem and.

By th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  19th cen tu ry , 
people  such  as W illiam  W ilberforce w ere 
no isily  opposing th e  slave trade. In  1807 an

Act w as passed  w h ich  p rev en ted  slaves 
b e in g  carried  on  B ritish ships. However, it 
w as still legal to ow n an d  trade slaves un til 
th e  Slavery  A bolition Act o f 1833. Even 
th e n , m o s t w e re  re -d e s ig n a ted  as 
“appren tices" and  had  to co n tinue  w orking 
for th e ir  fo rm er m as te rs  for an o th e r  five or 
seven  years. T he 1833 Act on ly  passed  
b e c a u se  th e  B ritish  g o v e rn m e n t m ad e  
available £20m  as co m p en sa tio n  (40% of 
T reasu ry  incom e a t the  tim e, a deb t finally  
paid  off in  2015) to be  paid  to th e  ow ners, 
n o t the  fo rm er slaves!

Records o f th e  claim s for com pensa tion  
have b e e n  h e ld  b y  T he N ational A rchives 
since th a t tim e, largely  forgotten. But at the 
beg in n in g  o f th e  21st c e n tu ry  U niversity  
College L ondon beg an  a series o f pro jects 
in v e s tig a tin g  a sp e c ts  o f  B ritish  slave 
ow nersh ip . T h ey  have now  se t u p  The 
C en tre  for th e  S tudy o f th e  Legacies o f 
B ritish S lave-ow nership  and  co n tinue  to 
ex p an d  th e i r  da tabase
(h t tp s : / /w w w .u c l .a c .u k / lb s /) w h ic h  is 
available to th e  public.

O ne ugly  su rp rise  is th e  n u m b e r o f people  
w ho m ade  claim s, 46,000 in  all. N ot all 
w ere  tech n ica lly  slave-ow ners. Som e held  
an  in te re s t in  an  en ta iled  esta te  in  th e  West 
Indies, o r w ere  b an k e rs  w ho had  g iven a 
m ortgage or loan  to an  estate  owner, or 
w ere executors o f a will, b u t all w an ted  
co m p en sa tio n  for th e  loss o f “property". 
A m ong those  w ho could  be  classed as slave
ow ners, n o t all w ere  rich  and  pow erful. 
Slaves w ere  a good in v es tm en t for the 
respectab le  m idd le  classes. B ecause slaves 
w ere tre a ted  like o th e r p roperty , 25% of
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c la im an ts  w ere  w o m en , w ho  in h e r ite d  
slaves from  husb an d s or fathers, som etim es 
as th e ir  sole incom e.

T he  o th e r  aw fu l t r u th  is th a t  th e  
c o m p e n sa tio n  m o n ey , like th e  in co m e  
from  th e  slave tra d e  p rev io u sly , w as 
re in v ested  h e re  in  a m u ltitu d e  o f o ther 
projects. It fuelled  the  ind u s tria l revolution , 
developed  in frastructu re , b ough t in fluence  
a n d  b o ls te re d  p h ila n th ro p y . T h e  UCL 
da tab ase  lis ts  th o u s a n d s  o f  B ritish  
com pan ies, pub lic  in s titu tions, m u seu m  
collections, s ta te ly  hom es, political legacies 
and  ap p o in tm en ts  th a t owe th e ir  existence 
to m o n e y  from  slavery. W herever w e look, 
th e  b u ild ings , in s ti tu t io n s  an d  
o rgan isations th a t give u s p ride  today  are 
likely  ta in ted  b y  slavery, ev en  in  Dover.

T he UCL database lists 214 c la im an ts  in  
Kent. O f these, six have D over addresses.

H e len a  de R ochem ont M axw ell lived at 5 
M arine Place. T he 1851 census describes 
h e r  as an  'officer's w idow ', aged 54, b o rn  in  
th e  W est Indies. She w as living w ith  h e r  
d a u g h te rs  S u san  (aged  25, b o rn  in  
Jam aica), H en rie tta  (aged 21, b o rn  in  Kent) 
and  Louisa (aged 19, b o rn  in  Ire land). By 
1861, H e len a  (now  giving h e r  age as 67) 
w as living in  M ortim er S treet, M arylebone, 
London, w ith  Susan. She d ied  th e re  in  M ay 
1868, aged  73. T h e  seco n d  daugh ter, 
H en rie tta , had  d ied  a sp in s te r  a t 5 M arine 
Place, Dover, in  O c to b e r 1863. 
A dm in istra tion  o f h e r  estate, w orth  less 
th a n  £100, w as g ran ted  te n  years  la te r  to 
h e r  sister, Susan, also a spinster, th e n  living 
in  Folkestone.

H e len a  w as aw arded  th e  co m p en sa tio n  
m o n e y  for one enslaved  p e rso n  on  C uracao 
in  1863.

T h is suggests h e r  h u sb an d  left h e r  and  
th e ir  th ree  daugh ters com fortable, b u t n o t

w ealthy , w ith  various asse ts  inc lud ing  a 
fam ily  h o u se  and , p re su m ab ly , o th e r  
inves tm en ts, am ong  th e m  a single slave. 
W ith roots in  the  W est Indies, th e y  w ould  
have h ad  first-hand  know ledge o f th e  slave 
trade.

E lizabeth Wood A rrow sm ith  n ee  Wallace, 
w as p rev iously  m arrie d  to Edw ard A therton  
(born  21 /08 /1768). E dw ard 's unc le  W illiam  
(d. 1803) ow ned  G reen  Park  and  Spring 
Vale Pen  esta tes in  Jam aica, w h ich  he 
b eq u ea th ed  to h is b ro th e r John . Jo h n  th e n  
b eq u ea th ed  to E dw ard h a lf  o f th e  Jam aican  
esta tes and  £35,000 in  tru s t to b u y  property .

Edw ard A therton  m arrie d  E lizabeth  Wood 
Sm ith , a w idow  o f  Dover, K ent, in  
M ary lebone in  D ecem ber 1818. H e w as 
b u ried  in  St Jam es, Dover, in  A ugust 1820 
and  his w ill w as p roved  th e  follow ing year. 
As h is  w idow , E lizab e th  in h e r ite d  an  
a n n u ity  from  h is p ro p e rty  (the estate  slaves 
included), even  th ough  she got m arried  
aga in  in  M arch  1821 to H a rr iso n  
A rrow sm ith  o f C am berw ell, London.

T he A therton  fam ily  re ta in ed  an  in te re s t in  
th e ir  Jam a ican  esta tes  u n til 1910. G reen  
Park  p roduced  sugar, ru m  and  cattle  and  
had  a ro u n d  550 slaves. Spring Vale Pen 
(n early  200 slaves) add itionally  p roduced  
corn, coffee, co tton  and  o th e r livestock  like 
m ules, rem in d in g  u s th a t n o t every th ing  
w as exported; m o n ey  could  also be  m ade 
from  th e  local econom y.

Jo h n  H am ilton  (1782-1859), w as tenan t-in - 
tail (i.e. n ex t in  line  to b en e fit from  an 
en ta iled  esta te) o f th e  R iseland and  Ind ian  
W alk p lan ta tio n s , Tobago, w h ic h  he  
in h e r ite d  from  h is  father, also J o h n  
H am ilton . Jo h n  Sr. (b. 1744) w as o w n er of 
sev e ra l e s ta te s  in  Tobago b y  1789, “a 
g en tlem an  o f considerab le  p ro p e rty  and  
in fluence  on  th e  island". H e also se t u p  a 
U nited  B reth ren  m in is try  there.
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Jo h n  Jr. w as b o rn  in  Tobago in  1782, b u t 
ed u ca ted  a t E ton (w here th e  n o tes  say 
“ow ned  m ost o f th e  Is land  o f Tobago") and  
C am bridge. T he co m p en sa tio n  reco rds give 
h is address as Cliff, n e a r  Rochester, b u t b y  
th e  1851 cen su s he  w as liv ing a t 8 G uildford 
Lawn, Dover, w ith  h is  daugh ters S usannah  
and  M argaret, th ree  fem ale se rvan ts  and  
one m ale  servan t. H e is described  as a 
“W est Ind ia  Proprietor", age 68. Jo h n  Jr.'s 
b ro ther, th e  Rev. Ja m e s  H am ilton , had  a 
claim  on  h is fa ther's  esta tes too.

J o h n  Jr. also h a d  sons, H e n ry  Rose 
H am ilton  an d  th e  Rev. Jo h n  H am ilton . 
H e n ry 's  w ill d e sc rib e s  h im  as 
“a d m in is te r in g  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  
Island  o f M ontserrat", an d  leaves esta tes 
th e re  (400 acres), p lu s a tow n  house, to h is 
w ife and  ch ild ren . H en ry  and  h is son, 
W illiam  (the  n e x t ten an t-in -ta il) , give 
G uildford L aw n as th e ir  address for the 
claim . T he Tobago esta tes h ad  m ore  th a n  
400 slaves, those  on  M on tserra t 276.

George M athew  (d. 1846) w as o rig inally  to 
in h e r it esta tes in  Tobago and  A ntigua from  
h is father, D aniel. But D aniel revoked  the 
b e q u e s t in  1776 and  o rdered  th e  estates 
sold, w ith  G eorge receiv ing  in s tead  £10,000 
and  the  p u rch ase  m o n e y  for a lieu ten an cy  
in  th e  G uards. H ow ever, G eorge also 
in h e rited  an  estate  called  W illoughby's on 
A n tig u a  from  one  A rch ib a ld  C ochran . 
George d ied  in  Sw itzerland, b u t h is w ill 
says he  w as “fo rm erly  o f Dover". H e left 
substan tia l sum s in  cash  and  stocks to h is 
ch ild ren . T h ere  is no  fu r th e r m e n tio n  of 
W illoughby's, b u t h is  nephew s, C harles and  
F re d e r ic k  G am bier, m a d e  u n su c c e s s fu l 
co m p en sa tio n  claim s for esta tes on  St Kitts 
w ith  300 slaves. It w ould  be  good to th in k  
D aniel h ad  a conscience  bu t, m o s t likely, 
he  n e e d e d  read y  cash.

E m m a Reignolds n ee  Absolon, (1811-1874) 
m a rr ie d  h e r  h u sb an d , R obert, in

fashionable St G eorge's C hurch, H anover 
Square, L ondon  in  1835. In  th e  1841 
census , th e y  a n d  th e ir  th re e  y o u n g  
daugh ters  w ere  living in  York S treet, Dover. 
R obert's fa th e r h ad  d ied  at W aterloo. H is 
m o th e r w as th e  dau g h te r o f R ichard Welch 
o f Jam aica.

T ogether w ith  h e r  brother-in-law , T hom as 
Scott Reignolds, E m m a w as aw arded  a 
sm all p a rt o f the  co m p en sa tio n  for the  
H yde esta te  in  Jam aica  (147 slaves, sugar 
an d  ru m ) as p a r t o f  a co n so r tiu m  of 
m ortgage holders. A bout 1855, E m m a and  
h e r  d a u g h te rs  m o v ed  to  A m erica  an d  
b e c a m e  ac tre sse s . E m m a d ied  in  
Springfield, M assachusetts  in  1874. H er 
daughter, C a therine  M ary, k now n  as Kate, 
m ade  qu ite  a n am e  for h e rse lf  on  th e  stage. 
She m a rr ie d  A lfred  W inslow  (th u s  
n arrow ly  avoiding b e in g  th e  orig inal Kate 
W inslet).

Crisp M olineux  M ontgom erie  (1783-1850) 
is described  as “o f Dover" b o th  in  h is w ill 
and  in  a fam ily  m em o ria l w indow  in  the  
c h u rc h  o f St Jo h n  th e  B aptist, 
G arboldisham , N orfolk. H e w as th e  m ain  
h e ir  u n d e r  th e  tru s t w ill o f h is grandfather, 
Crisp M olineux, as w ell as in h e ritin g  from  
h is father, George. H e m ade  a jo in t claim  
w ith  h is m other, E lizabeth, and  brother, 
T hom as, for th e  T o m lin son  e s ta te  on 
A n tigua  (145 slaves). T h o m as rece iv ed  
fu r th e r co m p en sa tio n  for th e  N icola Town 
estate  on  St Kitts (175 slaves, p roducing  
sugar). T he w ider M olineux  fam ily  also had  
esta tes  on  M ontserrat, an d  m ay  have b een  
k now n  to H en ry  H am ilton .

T h ree  o th e r local m e n  m ad e  claim s:
H en ry  D aw kins and  heirs. T he first H en ry  
(1728-1814) is listed  as “o f P o rtm an  Square 
[London] an d  Jam aica". H is son, H e n ry  II, 
w as an  MP for Yorkshire co n stituenc ies  
w h ich  h is son, H en ry  III, la te r  took over. In 
1821, th e  fam ily bu ilt E ncom be Park  at
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Sandgate, Folkestone, w ith  funds derived 
from  th e  Jam aica  trade. H en ry  III m ade 
co m pensa tion  claim s for th e  York estate 
(400plus slaves, sugar, rum , livestock and  
m etals) and  G ales Valley estate  (250 slaves, 
sugar and  rum ).

In  1924, E n co m b e H o u se  fe a tu re d  in  
C oun try  Life m agazine, w ith  n ew  ow ners 
a n d  a n e w ly  re n o v a te d  in te rio r, w ell- 
illu stra ted  b y  photographs. It w as destroyed  
b y  fire in  1978.

Ja m e s  A lured  M cLean (1871-1881), w as 
living at L anghorne G ardens, Folkestone, 
w ith  h is  m uch -younger wife, M aria, at th e  
tim e  o f h is death . H e w as described  as a 
“la n d e d  p ro p rie to r"  b o rn  in  Jam aica , 
though  claim  d o cum en ts  say  “o f Bordeaux, 
in  th e  k ingdom  o f France." In  th e  1871 
census o f L anghorne G ardens, he  is an  
“English and  foreign bondholder." H e m ade 
a claim  on  th e  M ain  Savanna estate  in
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Jam aica  as m ortgagee. T he aw ard w as split 
w ith  th e  ow ners, G eorge an d  Sarah  
Tow nsend, b u t Jam es got a lm ost all o f the 
com pensation . T he estate  p roduced  sugar 
and  h ad  140-180 slaves. M aria d ied  ten  
y ea rs  a fter Jam es, a w ea lth y  widow, leaving 
about £12,000.

George Joad, (d. 1837), w as a L ondon rope- 
m aker, sh ip p in g  ag e n t a n d  m ortgage  
lender, w ith  h o m es in  B lackheath  and  
W alm er. A m ong  h is  c lie n ts  w e re  tw o 
L ondon  m erchan ts , Jo h n  P lu m m er and  
W illiam  W ilson, and  th e  d escen d an ts  o f a 
planter, T hom as Kaylet. T he case w as quite 
co m p lica ted  as P lu m m e r a n d  W ilson 
decla red  bank rup tcy , b u t Joad  still received  
c o m p e n sa tio n  from  th e ir  e s ta te s  in  
Jam aica , A n ch o v y  B ottom  (231 slaves, 
p roducing  sugar and  ru m ) an d  “M ount 
Thirza" (the details co rrespond  to M ount 
Z ion in  St E lizabeth parish , som e 200 slaves 
o v e r th re e  p lan ta tio n s , one  o f w h ich  
p roduced  coffee and  also ren ted  ou t slaves). 
A dditionally, Joad  received  com pensa tion  
for th e  M av erly  e s ta te  (224 slaves, 
p roducing  sugar, ru m  and  m olasses).

Joad 's  son, also George, b o rn  1837, left 
m ore  th a n  £91,000 w h en  he  d ied  in  1881, 
th ough  w e can n o t know  how  m u ch  o f th a t 
in h e rited  w ealth  w as from  th e  slave trade.

British com plicity  in  slavery  w as n ev e r ju s t 
about a few  rich  people  getting  statues. It 
p e rm ea ted  th e  w hole o f B ritish society. 
M any esta tes (and th e ir  slaves) w ere  ow ned 
b y  groups o f people, each  draw ing a sm all 
incom e, sp en t on  goods and  serv ices in  
th e i r  h o m e  co m m u n itie s . By th e  19th 
ce n tu ry  m a n y  esta te s  w ere  m ortgaged , 
som e failing. T he co m pensa tion  m o n ey  
w asn 't re tu rn e d  to h e lp  the  W est Ind ies b u t 
inves ted  in  n ew  pro jects in  Britain. It kick- 
sta rted  the  d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  m o d e rn  era  
and  m ade  u s w h a t w e are. S lavery 's legacy 
is w ith  u s still, m ostly  unacknow ledged .
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