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The Tale of Two Plaques in Commemoration 
of Wartime Surgeon and GP

------------------------------------  Peter Sherred ------------------------------------

A s re p o r te d  in  th e  N ew sle tte r of 
N ovem ber 2018 (no. 93 p. 31) on 17th 
A ugust 2018, the  life and  w ork  of G ertrude 

Toland, the  w ell-know n surgeon and  D over 
GP w ho saved the  lives o f m an y  D unk irk  
soldiers and  civilians during  World War 
Two, was com m em ora ted  w h en  a p laque in  
h e r  m em o ry  was unveiled  in  B uckland 
H ospital by  h e r  son G ordon Toland. The 
R o tary  C lub o f D over h ad  ta k e n  the  
initiative in  arranging for a rep lacem en t 
p laque in  m em o ry  of h is m o th e r to be 
p laced in  a location  accessible to m em bers 
of the  public in  the  new  hospital. The 
reference  to a rep lacem en t p laque arose 
because  the  R otary C lub o f D over had  
com m issioned  a m em oria l p laque in  the 
Rotary y ea r 1990-1991 to th is outstand ing  
lad y  w h ich  w as u n v e iled  b y  th e  th e n  
P residen t o f the  club  n e a r to w here  she 
opera ted  in  the  fo rm er B uckland H ospital 
and  w as th e  first fixed m em o ria l to 
G ertrude Toland's work. W hen the  form er 
hospital was d isused and th e n  dem olished 
enqu iries w ere m ade as to the  w hereabouts 
of the  p laque th a t had  b een  erec ted  in  the 
p resence  o f G ordon Toland and  his fam ily 
on ly  to be told th a t in  the  dem olition  of the 
form er hospital it had  b een  lost. W ith the 
rep lacem en t unveiling  in  2018 it seem ed 
th a t the  ch ap te r was closed on a m em orial 
to G ertrude Toland in  the  hospital so tha t 
h e r  life a n d  w orks w ere  re ta in e d  for 
p osterity  b y  the  rep lacem en t plaque.

O u t o f the  b lue in  D ecem ber 2020 the 
P residen t o f the  Rotary Club o f Dover, Tony 
Cook, received a te lephone  call from  the 
M ain tenance  M anager Estates at K ent and 
C an te rb u ry  H ospital, M alcolm
Stubbersfield, to advise th a t the  original 
p laque h ad  b e e n  recovered  am ong o ther

effects th a t h ad  b e e n  tra n s fe r re d  to 
C a n te rb u ry  from  th e  fo rm er B uck land  
H ospital. A fter consu lta tion  it w as agreed 
th a t it  should  b e  p laced  alongside the  
rep lacem en t p laque in  the  en trance  area of 
th e  c u rre n t B uck land  H ospita l. M r 
S tubbersfield a ttended  to th is im m ediately . 
O n T h u rsd ay  17th D ecem b er 2020 
P res iden t Tony Cook and  myself, as the 
P res iden t w ho had  unveiled  the  original 
m em oria l plaque, a ttended  at the  hospital 
a t the  inv ita tion  of M r Stubbersfield, to view  
b o th  Rotary p laques in  place side b y  side 
and  below  historic p ictu res o f operating  
th ea tre  activ ity  p resen ted  b y  the  League of 
F riends of the  hospital. T he thanks of the 
m em bers o f the  club for his excellent w ork 
o f d iscovery and  o f m oun ting  o f the  original 
p laque w ere g iven to M r Stubbersfield. Tony 
Cook said “It was a p leasure to see the  two 
plaques, com m issioned b y  the  Rotary Club 
o f Dover, side b y  side in  Buckland H ospital 
c o m m em o ra tin g  th e  life o f  G ertrude  
Toland, a su rgeon  h e ro in e  o f w artim e  
responsib le for the  saving of so m an y  lives. 
Together th ey  m ake a fitting tribu te  to a 
quite rem arkable  woman".

Fulsom e tribu te  should  be given to the 
H ealth  Trust for rem edy ing  the  loss o f the 
first p laque b y  offering a location  for a 
rep lacem en t and  g reat credit is due to 
M alcolm  Stubbersfield for his recovery  of 
th e  original and  for en su rin g  its siting 
beside its rep lacem en t. G ordon Toland has 
b e e n  advised b y  the  club of the  resu rrec tion  
o f the  original p laque and  its placing beside 
the  rep lacem en t in  the  hospital. N ext tim e 
y ou  have occasion  to v is it B uckland 
H ospital go and  visit th e  site o f the  p laques 
w h ich  are lo ca ted  to th e  le ft o f  the  
R eception A rea on  the  righ t-hand  wall.


