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So We Say "Thank You for the Music"

During  the years 2014-2017 
D over h o sted  a m usic  

festival w hich was a ttended  by  
thousands o f people w ho w ere 
en te rta ined  w ith  exciting live 
m usic  o f all genres. The first 
tw o festivals w ere  h e ld  in 
P encester G ardens w hile the 
2016 and  2017 festivals w ere 
staged at the  D over C ruise 
T erm inal co u rte sy  o f the 
D over H a rb o u r B oard w ho 
generously  gave the space free 
o f charge an d  co llabora ted  w ith  th e  
o rgan isers o f th e  m u s ic  festival in  a 
successful partnersh ip .

T he D over M usic Festival hosted  top acts 
inc lud ing  th e  cu lt b an d  Toploader, The 
B lockheads, C hina Crisis, th e  1960s Paul 
Jones The Blues Band as w ell as Toyah 
Willcox together w ith  m an y  local bands. The 
o rgan isa tion  an d  p re sen ta tio n  o f these  
events provided form idable challenges to the 
organisers and, by  com m on consent, the 
driving force for the festivals w as Roger 
M arsden.

A seed of an  idea for a m usic  festival 
em erged  in  or about 2012/2013 w hen  the 
com pany D over M usic Productions Ltd was 
incorporated  w ith  Roger as a Director. A 
second com pany, D over M usic Festival Ltd, 
w as incorporated  in  Jan u a ry  2014 o f w hich 
Roger was also a Director. Both com panies 
have, since the last festival, b een  dissolved. 
In conjunction  w ith  his collaborators Roger's 
com panies set ou t w ith  a th ree-year p lan  o f 
providing a substantial prestige m usic  event 
on an  annual basis in  Dover. In  the even t 
th e y  w ere  able to m anage  fou r very  
successful festivals in  2014, 2015, 2016 and 
2017. By 2016, tak ing  in to  accoun t th e  
generosity  o f th e  D over H arb o u r Board

providing first-class facilities 
for the m usic festival, Dover 
M usic Festival scrapped ticket 
prices and  the general public 
b e n e fitte d  from  prestige  
p e rfo rm an ces  d u ring
afternoons and  evenings free 
of charge. T he 2017 festival 
ran  over tw o days, 26-27 
August, and  w as live from  
2pm  to 11pm each day and 
was sponsored  by  the po rt 
con trac to rs VSBW (Volker, 

Stevin, Boskalis, W estm inster). T hese dates 
coincided w ith  the D over Regatta and  also 
enabled  Roger and  the D over M usic Festival 
to p erm it appeal collectors to collect for the 
Kelly T urner F und  during the course of the 
Festival, at th e  end  o f w hich  the collection 
for the appeal am oun ted  to £11,186.

By late 2017 a decision had  b een  taken  tha t 
no m usic festival w ould take place in 2018, in 
p a rt due to opera tio n a l reaso n s o f th e  
H arbour Board and  in  p art because Dover 
M usic Festival w as n o t able to continue in its 
th en  cu rren t form. D over M usic Festival Ltd 
w as d issolved on 7 M ay 2019 hav ing  
provided D over w ith  four hugely  successful 
headline-catching m usical events.

Roger, w ho died in  August 2020 aged 66 was, 
in the w ords of one of his friends, a 'larger 
than  life character' and  his contribution  over 
m an y  y ea rs  to D over life w as am p ly  
acknow ledged by  the n u m b er o f people 
a ttending  his funeral at St Paul's RC Church, 
M aison Dieu Road and  held  concurren tly  at 
St P eter and  St Paul, Tem ple Ewell, the  
village in  w hich  he and  his fam ily had  lived 
for over 30 years. As w ell as the service being 
stream ed online people also stood outside 
the church  and  m an y  lined  the route o f the 
cortege th rough  the village.

Peter Sherred

Roger Marsden
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Roger w as born  in  Deal on 3 O ctober 1953. 
His younger b ro th e r B ernard followed in  
1956. H e a ttended  St Paul's P rim ary  School 
ad jacent to St Paul's C hurch in  M aison Dieu 
Road, D over and  con tinued  to St E dm und 's 
School, Old C harlton Road. In  essence he 
becam e a D over boy and  m an  for th e  res t o f 
his life. In  the 1970s he lived w ith  his paren ts 
on Buckland A venue Dover. H aving had  a 
successful school career Roger had  a passing 
dream  of becom ing a laboratory scientist. He 
a tten d ed  even ing  classes a t C an te rb u ry  
College before starting his first job w ith  the 
Post Office. S ubsequen tly  he  w en t in to  
business on his own account w ith  ano ther 
local p erson , P eter G rilli, b y  opening  a 
laundre tte  w hich he  ran  in  River ju s t beyond  
the old bus term inal in the  parade of shops 
opposite the village church. L ater he opened 
ano ther laundre tte  in  P encester Road in  
D over and  a fu rth er laundre tte  on the High 
Street located opposite w hat w as th en  the H. 
J. Saw yer garage and  undertaker's business 
and  w here  a portion  of the C harlton Centre 
cu rren tly  is sited. H aving spen t m an y  years 
in  the laundre tte  business he th en  started  an 
a m u se m e n t m ach in e  b u s in e ss , CBS 
A m usem ents, w ith  David Grilli w here  he 
rem ained  for 25 years. A no ther o f Roger's 
ven tu res w as u n d ertak en  in  p a rtnersh ip  
w ith  others in  establishing Dover's first Pool 
Hall in  a shop on London Road, n o t far from 
Beaconsfield Road. H e and  his long-term  
friend N ick C harlesw orth p layed in  several 
pool team s around  D over m anaging to w in  a 
few trophies.

Roger m e t his fu ture  w ife, Carole, at a social 
club party  being in troduced  by  a m utual 
friend. T hey  m arried  in  1984 at the U nited 
Reform ed C hurch in  Dover. Carole w as the 
love of his life and  th ey  w ere b lessed  w ith 
th ree daughters -  th e ir first-born Carrie was 
followed by  tw ins Jessie  and  Samm ie. At his 
funeral service Carrie, in  h e r  m oving tribute 
to h e r  father, said “he  gave us the m ost 
am azing childhood, full o f holidays and

adventures". Roger loved boats and  it seem s 
th a t every  fam ily holiday had  a boat story of 
som e k ind  attached  to it.

A part from  b u sin e ss  and  fam ily 
com m itm ents Roger undertook  m uch  w ork 
in the local com m unity . H e was passionate 
about help ing  people and  if  he  could he  did. 
He was a keen  m em b er o f th e  Rotary Club of 
D over w here his organising ta len ts w ere pu t 
to good use in  the annual Beer Festivals 
w hich raised  m an y  thousands o f pounds for 
good causes. N oticing there  w ere at least 
th ree  m em bers o f the club called Roger he 
elected  to be called Rufus for the purposes o f 
distinguishing h im se lf from  others! H e also 
took a k een  in te rest in  the Rotaract Club of 
D over and  w as often found, as the visiting 
Rotarian, at th e ir  m eetings to encourage and 
support the young  people betw een  the ages 
o f 18 -  30. H e w as proud  of his successes 
w ith  the D over M usic Festivals for w hich  he 
w orked  ex trem ely  h a rd  an d  he  w as 
im m ensely  passionate about th em  and  the ir 
ab ility  to p rov ide  e n te r ta in m e n t for 
D ovorians and  especially younger people.

His in te rest in  m usic  was longstanding and  
he was often playing the guitar and  singing. 
His en thusiasm  probably ou tstripped  his 
ta len t b u t he w as very  happy  w hen  his 
daughter C arrie agreed to duet w ith  h im  at 
hom e. As he p layed the guitar she sang. 
M usic b rough t Roger together w ith  m any  
o thers  and  w ith  N ick C harlesw orth  in 
particular, w ith  w hom  he w as a m em b er o f a 
band. Roger and  N ick p layed guitar w ith  
th e ir friends, P eter Grilli and  Phil M edgett 
on bass and  on drum s respectively. T hey  
rehearsed  at the Mill Club in  River and  the 
YMCA in  Dover. A fter several personnel 
changes the band  eventually  becam e the 
C harlesw orth  Young B and and  Roger 
b ecam e  th e  b an d 's  'roadie'. T he  b an d  
m em bers travelled  around  E ast K ent for 
various gigs in Roger's C om m er van w hich 
was loaded also w ith  all th e ir  equ ipm ent.
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T he b an d  did very  well and  supported  som e 
m a jo r acts a t th e  L eas C liff H all in  
Folkestone.

Roger's m ain  in terests in  life cen tred  on 
providing am usem en ts for o thers b u t he was 
a very  good snooker p layer him self. H e was 
in d eed  a 'larger-than-life ' ch a rac te r and  
b ecau se  o f  h is b u s in e ss  in te re s ts  and  
com m unity  engagem ents, w hich  included 
b e in g  a P arish  C ouncillor, it  w as little  
w onder th a t w hen  she w as a child his eldest 
daughter, Carrie, thought he was a local 
celebrity  as he seem ed to know  everybody 
th ey  saw. H e had  m an y  hobbies and, in  his 
youth, excelled at basketball, confirm ed by 
his b ro th er Bernard. H e also enjoyed squash, 
shooting and  poker. Roger was a m em b er of 
th e  Boar's H ead  G o lf Society  and  w as 
recognised as a good golfer. H e played at 
hom e and  abroad on holidays w ith  golfing 
friends often referring  to such holidays or 
an y  w eekends as “d rin k in g  holidays 
(w eekends) w ith  a golf problem". He liked a 
drink  and  in  la te r years w hen  restric ted  in  
m ovem en ts  w ould  often  w alk th e  short 
distance from  his hom e in Temple Ewell to 
th e  local pub, T he Fox, ru n  b y  fellow  
Rotarian Steve G rayson and  his w ife Alyson.

In his last years Roger w as no t as active as 
p rev iously  an d  w as tre a te d  for b lad d er 
cancer b u t he con tinued  w ith  his Rotary 
com m itm ents and  com m unity  activities for 
as long as he  could, be ing  very  philosophical 
about his fu ture and  life, sum m arised  by  his 
com m ent to a fam ily friend: “We've all got to 
die som etim e, so we m ight as w ell m ake the 
m ost o f it". His p rem atu re  death  h it his 
family, his m an y  friends and  acquaintances 
very  hard  for they  had  lost a jovial character 
w ho has left beh in d  m an y  m em ories and 
stories ranging from  the failed launching  o f a 
boat called “Glayvar", a caravan fire at the 
b ack  o f th e  H igh S tree t lau n d re tte , an  
exploding fire ex tin g u ish e r in  an 
u n d e rta k e r 's  p rem ises , a w an d erin g

M adonna statue at a Portuguese villa and  an 
am azing ability to fall into several rivers in  
his tim e.

Roger w as a p ragm atist and  a m an  w ho 
w ould give a considered and  honest view  on 
anyth ing  for w hich his opinion was sought. 
His opinion w as m u ch  valued as is show n by 
th e  follow ing tr ib u te  from  th e  c u rre n t 
P residen t o f the Rotary Club, Tony Cook: 
“Roger was a popu lar and  valued m em b er of 
D over Rotary. If he  undertook  a task  you 
could be  sure th a t no t only w ould it be  done 
w ell b u t w ith  panache and  his tradem ark  
love o f life. H e also had  a very incisive mind;
I recall sitting w ith  h im  at Club C ouncil 
especially during som e difficult and  lengthy 
discussion. Roger w ould sit th ere  quietly  
taking everything in  and  then , ju s t as it 
seem ed  all was concluded, he w ould com e 
ou t w ith  the m ost in tu itive com m ent w hich 
w ould sum  up the debate and  often sw ay the 
result. We m iss his fellowship, his in tegrity  
and  th a t big b ra in  too. I often used  to listen 
to h im  and  think, 'I w ish  I'd thought o f that!'

Roger's en th u s ia sm  and  en erg y  for 
co m m u n ity  en g ag em en t w ill be  m u ch  
m issed  by  m an y  people and  in  particu lar his 
fellow Rotarians b u t it is th e  four successful 
D over M usic Festivals th a t w ill live long in 
the m em ory  and  will rem ain  a significant 
tribu te  to a m an  w ho packed m u ch  into his 
life, often w ith  the benefit o f o thers in  m ind  
an d  for w h ich  D over has m u ch  to be 
th an k fu l. H is en th u s ia s tic  and  tire less 
approach to life w as an  insp iration  to others 
and  was clearly  the basis for the m ajor 
successes th a t w ere  th e  D over M usic 
Festivals. N ick C harlesw orth fin ished his 
tr ib u te  to Roger a t h is  fu n e ra l in  th e  
following w ay “I am  quite  sure th a t m any  
fond recollections will be shared  la te r today 
as w e ce leb ra te  th e  life o f th is  q u ite  
rem arkable  m an." Yes, th an k  you to Roger 
M arsden for the m usic  in  ou r lives given in 
so m an y  ways.


